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leaving 


you ſhall ſee-1 will deal fairly with you, 
ſtare the Marrer truly, and proceed fincere- 
ly, and-clearly ; whether you ſhall think/ 


your ſelf obliged ro:Reply ro me, or nor, 


upon..it, is not my care, if I can bur reſ- 
cue the Honour of God, and his Unity by 
it, I am fatisfied. © © 7 Os 


METH 0 D. 


A Th ar 60 & 2: mi F" kay > 4 
|banhor be” expedted therefolk , bur 
thatT have-alrerd your Method , þiit yer 
you ſhall ſee wirhal, that I have juſtly col- 
lected all your ſcattered Reaſons rogether, 
and dealr faithfully with you ;-and.tho* 
the change of rhe Hyporhelis ngceflitared 
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tian Charity and Meekneſs, to thew you 


-.. where you have err'd ; Indeed, I have nor 


ſpard to adviſe and reprove you where I 
ought ; bur if T have run thar liberty into 
an extream, Of been faulty in any thing, 
"thas been my frailry, and not my guilr. 

All that I know farther to add in this 
plach is, Thar perhaps you may wonder 
how I came to anſwer you fo ſaon ; but 
not to offend you, Sir, the Reaſon is obvi- 
ous, though Fallacies are difficult, and to 
be ſtudied, yer Truth is natural, and they 
are ealily anlwerd. 
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I. Poalting. 
Bur before I proceed further, I ſee a ne- 


this, yer i 2I fhgll;preſent pet ,Dcellig'e Jite, to Aquiſe Fou"of rwo Faults; 
with a Metha rips Hol p ff of hn zbleneſs ; not that 
et OO aeEnhe e ve 


recompence 4r. 


have. 
and finewy 


rollaries 
tefecare 


cared and forc'd me';and 

SLEEP OO, POV 004 WET 5% 
| have endeavour'd with the 
elpect, and rhe greareſt Chri-, - 


« » 


you ſay, Tt looks like 4' Fadgment wo us, 
that while ive" talk of "ot 
fevereſt Reaſon, we' tnpoſt upow ourſelves, 


you Over-mutch neither, nor 
may be acquitmyſelf of their guilrs, bur I 
ſeEa neceliity to level theſe rwo Mountains 


- in'you;-- kealt by the Ignorant, theſe For- 


treſſes of Imagination- may be taken for 
thoſe of Realiry. - 
Firſt for Boafting : In your Preface, Sir, 
you ſay, Tau"bave ſaid too much for us to 
anſwer : And ir may be ſo ; bur if you 
have not, we ſhall ſeek for Truth, and not 


we might- more juſtly reflect them upon 
the'Erernal Generation-you pretend: to. 

So yott conclude your Book; !p4g. 12913. 
leſs than the 


or hope to impoſe: upon the World, by the 
| meZt 
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moit- childs/h Sophiſtry: and Nonſence 5 and 
fo peg. 272. your lait. wards-are»,  Yoy 
auld not exvy mp-the Satesfaftion of fuch Har 
raugwes, they bezg,; you tay,. all the Compirt 
ae have 5 | but  y0u are pretty: confident wt 


- ſhall never Le able to reaſon ro any purpuſe th 


this: Cauſe again. And what, Sir, 1s-nor chis 
Infolence ? | | 
: Pray, Sir, what is it you mean by theſe 
Trizmphs ?. 1s it rhat you think to ſtorm 
and brave us our of onr Caufe ;-/orthar 
you are fare you only are in the right? or 
thar if you had the worſt Caule, you could 
defend ir well? 'Sir, my Charity ſhall ſpeak 
the beſt for you, rhar you are fure you on- 
ly are in the right 3 bur if you are , has 
nor Modeſty more Charms ro recommend 
you by, than Inſolence — | 

Excuſe me, Sir, I diſlike not your Zeal 
in your Preface, to ſtick to your Faith, I 
rather wiſh it more common ; for were it, 
Truth had fcarce been ſuch a Stranger a- 
mongus 3 nor do I queſtion your Ingenui- 
ry, and in Charity I hope you are fincere 
roo ; bur theſe are Expreſſions that your 
Zeal has beguif'd you to, thar want a Chri- 
ftian Modefty, and tho' ſuch a Confidence 
with a lirtle more Humanity, mighr be- 
come an Apoftle, yet how well they do a 
meaner Chriſtian, I leave to your ſelf ro 
judge, in cooler thoughts. - 


2. Uncharitableneſs, 


The ſecond thing I have to charge you 
with, is Uncharitableneſs, that becauſe we 
differ in Judgment from you, in this Spe- 
culation, you nor only treat us like Dogs, 
and deny us all hopes of Salvation , bur 
withal you manage your Arguments for 
Truthaccordingly, and give us net ſo much 
as free Reaſoning. ; 

Thus you nor only abound with Refle- 
Ctions on us, as in your Preface you ſay of 


3:44 
ſphemy and Nonfence: _— g.. 


FO 


fs 
viect,. I; becdmes the Hit and U ys 
of an Hereviok :'- But pag. v4," you'wr 
more freely of us, and tell us, You hope 
the Diſputes of Hereticks again the Catho- 
lick Faith, fhatl not be becalted Controverſies 
in the —_—_— of _ 

Now, -if - thus in the very beginning of 
your Book, you ſhew we coghr 46 d# 0hn6 
demn'd befere we are. heard, ro-wharptr- 
poſe does your Infalltbility hold a Conrto- 
verke with us ; bur I hope this is before 
you are aware ; indeed in a Papitt theſe 
Expreffions might be natural enough, but 
Proreftants methinks ſhoald be more inge- 
nious, than to take Errours and Herehes 
for granted. > 

-onifider, Sir, Churches have err'd, and 
may. err, yea, in Marters of Faith roo ; if 
fo, who is to be blam'd, he that by Rea- 
foning feeks for Liberty, or he that unjuft- 
ly with-hofds itthro' Impofition > Did we 

eek 'to impoſe onr Hypotheſis's on' the 
World, we were as much'to be. blam'd 4s 
you'; bart if we only ſer up ours, ro confure 
the Unchazitableneſs of yours; whetein do 


we treſpaſs ? ws, ; 
You ſay, we are Hereticks, and have 
no Underttanding: And whence comeyott 


ro Lag ay freely of us, and-nor we of 
you : So you fay, we blaſpheme ; bur pray 

Is not your Charge precarious, and it re- 

torted, falls ir not as heavy on your ſelf 2 

If we err, indeed, we blaſpheme the Son 

and Holy Ghoſt ; which we hope we do 

not 3 bur if you err, do not you both bla- 

ſpheme and commir Idolatry, in worſhip-- 
ping them as coequal ro the Father ? 

Bur, Sir, we deſire to have a Charity 
for your Miſconſtructions, and will give 
ir you where poſlible,if ſo pray art leait re- 
turn ourlove, you ſee weſtoop to make the 
firſt offer 3 charge us nor therefore, that 
we are only eminent for Blaſphemy and 

- &'s Non- 


& 
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Nonlence, for furely you may add in 
good hp thu we have — 
| oY are us perv 
or do fome of us revile ; and what, are 
fach Men wanting quite on your fide ? | 
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tho' we have eyes we ſhall not be able to 
ſee, nor were we Turks ſhould we be ca- 
pable of being converted ; indeed, 
we are bewirch'd to the fury. of a prepol- 
ſels'd Zeal, will nor all Men fay, wera- 
ther bafle, than love, or ſcearch for Truth 
when we argue ? 

Excuſe me, Sir, that I am thus free with 
you, which I ſhould not have been, had ir 


If therefore you leave us but room ro nor been in Juttice ro my Cauſe ; bur I 


adviſe you ,” as much as the Great My/es 
left Fethro, ler us beg you for Chriſt's ſake 
rocut off all theſe Offences ; remember *ris 
not Generous , much leſs Chriitianly, tro 
diſcountenance a weaker Brother ; Bur 
what ? you believe not me ; yer atleaſt be- 
lieve my Truths ; for ſurely Chrift's own 
Argument will bold you. 

Can you expect Peace in Chriſt's 
Church, whilſt you thus allarum and ſtar- 
tle Mens 5 x map by ſo _ and grie- 
yous Impoſitions; Or whar, do 56 2 
Men ſhould have no Conſcience or Relent- 
- ment for Truth ? If you do not, do nor 
ferter them thus ; uy know *ris no Argu- 
ment of Errour to be ſingular ; nay, I am 
fare, you know very well, that Truth is 
rarely , bur rather ſuppreſſed and 
ſtifled through Mens Luſts. 

Ler us learn therefore, to let Natural 
Religion lead our Reyelarioneelſe the Curſe 
of the Holy Ghoſt will fall upon us, and 


durſt not ler theſe prepoſiefdions enſnare 
my Reader, and yer not thar I think fo 
heinouſly of you for them neither, for ma- 
ny that have wrote much worſe then your 
ſelf on the Subject, have been more confs- 
dent ; and I could wiſh myſelf, as well as 
you, out of harms way of Error ; indeed, 
could I have had a fair Hearing withour, 
- n been very eaſily otherwiſe fatis- 


PRECOGNITA, - 


I ſhall now only preſent you with a few 
Precognira, to ftate duly the true Idea of 
the Controverſie, berween the Trinitari- 
ans, and the Arrians, and I ſhall then pro- 
ceed to a particular Anſwer ; and I hope 


you ſhall ſee too, to your ſatisfaction, and 
withour the leaft needleſs Cavil or Obje- 
Ctign whatever, 


The Trinitarian- believes, 


That there is One God, bur thar he 
Exiſts in Three Perſons, Father, Son, and 


_ Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe Three Per- 


fons are co-equal, and co-eternal, and by 
a'Joynt Power created the Heavens and 
Earth, Men and Angels, and all things 
elſe, that any way exit. 

They believe, this Trin-uniry even now 
continues to Rule the World by a Joynt 
Providence ; bur that for Orders-{ake, 
they have diftribured their Dominions into 
ſeveral, and-ſubordinare Perſonal Offices ; 
thus they make the Father alone to perſo- 
nate the True God, the Son to become 
Incarnare, to redeem us tohis Mercy, and 
the Holy Ghoſt under the Son, to aflitt us 
through Grace in his Trials, 


7) 


The Arran believes, 


That there # but One God, and that he 
Exiſts but in One Perſon 3 that the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt are neither co-equal, nor co- 
eternal with him ; that he firſt made the 
Son, and through him fram'd the Holy Ghoſt 


"and Angels ; that ſome of the Angels pour) - 


with Lucifer, He through the Sen, and 
the Holy Gho#t fram'd thu World, and Man 
within zt. | 

They believe there is no-co-equal Trinity to 
Rule the World through a Foint Providence 
but that their Dominions are ſubordinate, 
and adequate to their Powers ; thus that the 
Father alone js the True God, that the Son 
became Incarnarte #0 fatisfie God's Juſtice, 
to redeem hu Creation, and to deſtroy the 
Devils Malice in Adam ; that the Son has 
deputed the Holy Ghoft ; to afſift us through 
hx Grace in our Trials. 


By this, Sir, I hope I have given you a 
fair Breviate of the rwo Hypothefis's, I 
ſhall only beg your Patience, whilſt I add 
rwo or three Principles to illuſtrate the 
Controverſkie, and then after a few Refle- 
Ctions on them, I ſhall defift my Precogni- 
ra, and proceed. 


PRINCIPLES. 


1.Nothing is more manifeſt,than that the 
Jews in the Idea of their Firft Command- 
ment, conceiv'd bur One Perſon to be in 
their One God. 

2. Could rhe Jews, or Fudas have 
charg'd Chriſt, with prerending himſelf ro 


be the Supream God , which: the Goſpel . 


tells us the Falſe Witneſſes principally la- 


- bourd after, they would not only have 


made their Acclamation, We have no King 
but Ceſar 3 and their Inſcription on his 
Crofs, Feſus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Fews, John 19. bur they would have ad- 
ded, NoGad, no Falſe God, roo. EE 
. 3. Laftly, "Twas near 3oo Years after 
Chriſt, e're Tradition and Scripture-Inrer- 
preration were ſo muchas urg'd to ex- 
plain and bring forth a Trinity. 


My Reflections upon theſe Principles, 
ſhall' be only Two, and they are as fol- 
lows : 


Firft, That the Dodtrine of the Trini- 
ry has alcer'd the firſt and greateſt Com- 
mandment, as it were, by chance ; and 
whereas the Goodneſs of God in ſuch a. 
Caſe, would certainly allow us a ſolemn 
Repeal 3 the A4hanaſian Creed is y far 

rom 


from fach Mercy, that it makes this very 
catch penal of Salyation ; and that very 
Trinity, that withour doubt received their 
Honour jointly before, can now be ad- 
mitred on no pretence, to receive it other- 
wile than ſeverally. 


Secondly, You ſee hereby, this Great 
Myſtery is not purpoſely requir'd, but ac- 
cidentally enforc'd ; fo thar whether this 
inſcrutable Myſtery, and incomprehenſible 
Hyporhefis, be a Divine Truth or nor, yet 
at leaſt this is plain, the means of knowing 
it are Humane, and conſequently the 
whole Myſtery irsſelf diſputable, and left 
ro the Underſtanding of Man to exa- 
mine, 


Now, whether the little grounds Men 
pretend to for the ſupport of this Myſtery, 
be ſufficient or nor, is what I have under- 
taken to diſprove, in anſwer to, you, by 
this following Treatiſe : And for my ber- 
rer Mcthed, I ſhall diftribure my Subject 
into Three Parts; to wit, The Proof of 
the Trinity, frem, 1. Reaſon. 2.Scripture. 
And 3. Tradition. And herein I ſtall pur- 


| =_ your Method, and begin with Reaſon 


x ” 


REASON. 


K Now then :Sir, to avoid all needleſs 
- Arguments, T will grant you, that 
your Creed may in a Sence be rational, 
and very near agreeable to what you have 
wrote, in Se&. 2. thus I will agree with 
you, as you ingeniouſly alledge, pag. 49, 
and 68. That Three Perſons Self-conſcious 
and Immaterial, may in. a fence be caſled 
One : Nay,and not improperly give the firſt 
| Commandmenras One, as being inſepera- 
_ bly united in Will and Wiſdom ; indeed, 


(6) om 


Sir, to do you r:iht, what you have in this 
alledg'd, is rhe ogiy thing thar ever I ſaw 
like rational for the Trinity yer. 

Bur then, as you ſay your ſelf, 4s by 
Natural Religion there can-be but One God, 
fag. 147. And tho' there be ſeveral Perſons, 
yet they cannot - att apart, but. always with 
One Energy, pag. 136. So your own Ar- 
gumentr deſtroys itlelf ; for ſurely, where 
there are mean and under Offices between, 
Perſons, the Energy is manifeſtly not One, 
nor the Act ſimple. | 

Nor will your Arguments, pag. 118, 
help you,for *tis manifeſt by the Dekbenr of 
the Holy Ghoſt on Chriſt like a Dove;that 
the Three Divine Perſons act ſeparazely, 
as well as think ſo; ſo thar if your own 
Arguments be conſiftent, pag. 124, and 
God be a pure and ſimple AR ; as you al- 
ledge, pag. 129, and 167, And Alterity 
makes Duality; as you likewiſe affirm, 
pag. 122, *ris plain, theſe Three Perſons 


cannot make up ſuch a Deity as you would 


imagine ; indeed they might be One in a 
Meraphor, and as in Scripture ſence, bur 
to be really One is a Jeſt. 

But you will fay, 'tis their Self-conſci- 
ouſneſs which makes them One, and thar 
you apprehend confiſtent with this Perſo- 
nality : I anſwer, That is to run your ſelf 
into as great Abſurdiries, to avoid the pre= 
ſent ; Is it rational Self-conſcious, and 
abſolute Coequals, fhould rake or impoſe 
ſervile and underling Offices of each other 2 
Beſides, that the Son and Holy Ghoſt are 
conſcious tothe Father, is abſolutely falſe, 
and groundleſs from Scripture, as I ſhall 
ſhew you in order, . 


St. Auſtin's Explication. 
But I ſee, Sir, you are reſfoly'd-not to 


be ar a loſs, you will rather have two 
Strings to your Bow, than fail of your- 


Mark, and therefore now, we muſt pre- 
. pare 


—— eo... 


pare our (elves for Sr. Auſtin's Self-confci- 
ouſneſs: And in this you fay, The Trin- 
ty are conſcious to each other,. as our Memo- 
1, Will, and Underſtanding are, which 
know and feel whatever # in each other, 
V. pag. 50. 

Alas, Sir, I wonder how that you who 
hve in the fuller Rays of Humane Learn- 
ing, can brook the comparing of Faculties 
ro Perſons, or how you can repeat ſuch 
Inconfittencies as they produce, before you 
acknowledg'd each Perlon complear, and 
rational ; and now you make the Father 
zrapotent, and only a Speculation, pag. 132. 
and the reflex Wiſdom, or the Son of God, 
only powerful to aft and create : And again, 
by another turn, pap. 169, you make him 
smpotent too, 

; ſhort, Sir, I ſhall forbear ro offend 
you, with all thoſe Comments I could 


make in this place, did I rather ftudy 


Malice than Truth 3 bur this you force 
me to declare, thar if you take ſuch liber- 
ry to prove your Myſtery, as to make Per- 
ſons Faculties, and Faculties Perſons, as 
you do, 'tis impoiſible that any(Reafoning 
ſhould hold you 5 For by rhe ſame liberty, 
what may you not ſay ? - And whar, Sir, 
do theſe Wiles look as from God 2 

And that the Reader may ſee, you haye 
not treared of theſe Faculty-Gods by chance, 
pag. 135, you attribute the Creation to 
them, pag. 182, 183, you make the Father 
to-bave no Mercy'in himſelf; indeed, pag. 
135, you would ſeem to palliate the mar- 
rer, by ſaying, The eſſential Charafter of the 
Holy Ghoft, in the like caſe, Love. But, 


Sir, a ranning Eye ſhews this to be all My- - 


ſtery indeed, and really ſuch an one as 
confounds Perſonality, Trinity, and Deity 
all art a ſtroke; v. pag. 130. + 

; Beſides, Sir,' you make Love in the Fa- 
ther to be the HolyGhoſt, a Perſon, and God, 


2.133. And pray, Sir, why is not Hatred 


a Perſon in God,- as well as Love 2 The 


8 / w 


Reaſon you give why Love is a Perſon, is 
becauſe rhere can be no Accident in God ; 
and therefore even an Afﬀection it him is 
real, and makes a Perſon : Burt whar, Sir, 
may not this Reaſon ſerve for Hatred, 
and an hundred Aﬀections more ? 


REFLECTIONS. 


I ſhall add no more ar preſent concern- 
ing the Reaſon of the rwo Hypotheſis's, be- 
cauſe it will fall more naturally in our 
way, as we examine the Scriptures ; and 
indeed, I have wrotenothing at all here of 
the Arrian Hypotheſis, becauſe rhe Reaſo- 
ning of it is ſo obvious, that it were to fire 


. Candles to enlighten the Day, toilluſtrate 


it. 

Give me leave therefore to adviſe you, 
Sir, that for the furure you be wary to 
reaſon more perfectly, or not at all ; 'risno 
light Truth chat you have oppos'd ; and I 
believe many a Reader would have had 
leſs Charity for what you have done, than 
I have ; and may be'would condemn you 
for beguiling with the appearance of. Rea- 
foning ; bur I neither think ſa of you, nor 
believe otherwiſe, than thar your Parernal 
Zeal has miſguided you. | 


As for the Contradictions of this 
ctrine, I ſhall ſpeak of them in their pro- 
per place; in the mean time, I ſhall paſs 
on ro Examine your Scripture-Interpre- 
tations : And by this time, I hope you are 
convinc'd, thar you have jump'd.our_of 
the Fry ing-pan into the Fire, and inſtead 
of helping out an Abfurdiry by a Nicery, 
made it the more ſuſpicious by defending 
it with a Fallacy. | | 


? EP 


Seriptures 


Scripture- Interpretation, 


REire I deſcend into Particulars, I ſhall 
write a little of rhe Interpretation of 
Scriptures in general ; and methinks here 
it grieves'me to ſee, how ro make out this 
Myſtery, Men have nor itopr ar any Arts, 
to force and wreſt the Scriptures ro this 
imaginary Truth. 

Page 153, you fay, We onght not to 
force the Scriptures to preconceiv'd Noti- 
ons : Bur whar ? is not this Myſtery ſuch ? 
Surely, were 'a Pagan to read the Scri- 
prures, the firſt Commandment would 
keep him ſo muchas from ever dreaming 
of a Trinity ; and I wonder really how it 
came into Mens Minds: I know the Werld 
would be apr enough to embrace ir, when 
i once comes their , as their Superſtirion 
has always enclin'd them to a Polytheiſm ; 
bur I ſhould have thought there had beena 
ſufficient Guard, againft every colour of 
it in Chriſtianity. 

Bur ro maintain this Hypotheſis, now 
once up, ler me beſeech you to conſider 
your own evaſive Conſtructions of Scri- 
prure ; I am perſwaded, if you err, as 1 
have ſaid, ris uſe you' have continued 
m your firft Faith with roo little circum- 
ſpection ; and that the Socinian Hyporhe- 
fis has not appear'd natural to you ; for 
you ſeem to have much fincerjty, ro do 
otherwiſe, and therefore I preſume this 1i- 
berry with you. © 


of the $ O N. 
| Conſider then, I fay, is ir-not ftrange 
that you ſhould make the Son, know 


things as God, and not know them as 


Man, -p. 177, pray after what manner 
was the God head Incarnate, and what 
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kind of Perſon was this, that by a kind _ 
of. Ventriloquy yeu make to ſpeak! ſomes | 


thing as Divine , when the ordinary Per- 
ſon knows nothing of them himſelf ? 
. 270. + | 

y So, what an Anſwer you have there, 
that the Son was rempred as to his Man- 
hood, bur not as to his Godhead ; And 
pray then where was the Godhead all rhe 
while, like BaaP's alleep ; or was the Man 
Chriſt now and then as,ir were polleſſed 
by Firs > Methinks I am aſham'd ro han- 
dle the Abſurdirics of this Hypotheſis, 
they make me giddy when I confider 
them. 1 | 

So in the ſame Page, in Interpreting, 
Mark 13. 32. But of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no not the angels that are 
in heaven, neither the Son but the Father : 
Do you nor rhink you wreſt and deſtroy 
the Scripture Sence, and- in: prerence of 
ſaying $& Matthew has not whar St. Mark 
has, blemiſh the cleareſt Texr 2 You had 
berrer write downrright, St. Mark's Goſpel 
is not true ; or that Gradation, Man, An- 
gel, or San is unpertinent, and then you 
would anſwer ſomething-like, as if you de- 
fended a Myſtery. : v7 

Bur by the way, you muſt excuſe me, 
Sir, | if for Truth's-lake, 1 am forc'd thus 
to make ſuch Reflections on your words 


which rho' they may ſeem hard, yer are 


neceflary ; and yer nor that they belong 
ſo much.unto you, as your Cauſe, which 
I cannot otherwiſe ſer to a full lighr, which 
I believe you have hitherro embrac'd with: 
roo much inadvertency, and in following 
the corrupt Interpretations of the Church 
with too much Zeal: Bur to return to my 
purpoſe : _ ms 

Nor will your Evaſion of Self-canſci- 
ouſneſs, make God and Man One Perſon 
here; as you would. infiruate, pag.'262-. 
for *ris plain, God and Man are thus two 


- Perſons, if they acted rogether, and God 
come 


Ly . —_— he +, 


commanded the. Reaſon regularly, as the Rea- 
ſon does the Sence 3 as you urge, pag. 268, 
9. there might be ſome prerence tor their 
being One Perſon, bur you ſee plainly, the 
Godhead exerts its{elf may be now and 
then as it liſts, nay, ever and anon, as it 
did art Chriſt's Crucifixion and Acclama- 
tion, lefr rhe Man by hirglelf, and crying 
out upon the Godhead, My God, my God, 


. why haſt thou forſaken me. 


And what ? Can here be any pretence 
then that the Godhead fuffer'd 2 For 
ſhame, leave the Blaſphemy 3 and for his 
being conſcious ro rhe Man Chriſt Jeſus, 
that thar. ſhould make him Incarnare, 1s 
ſuch a ſhuffle, that you, had as good ſay, 
God is perlonally united to us all, becauſe 
he is conſcious to all our thoughts ; as ſup- 
poſe a Perſonal Incarnation of God himſelf 
in Chriſt, on that account. 

So thar all that you alledge, of the In- 
comprehenſibility of the Incarnation, will 
nor ſalve your Sores, for all that you urge 


of that kind, pag. 264, is but grats ditum, 


and you ought ro have more Truth in 
your Foundation, before you. can jultifie 
ſuch profound Myſteries in the Building. 


+ ...Of the-FA THER. 
- So. ſurely hereafter, Sir, you will be a- 


ſham'd to ſee how groundleſly, you have 
miade the Perſon of the Father, ſignifi 


the whole Trinuy, as you have done ; I 


aim, perſwaded, if God: ſhould mercifully 


. .open;y.our eyes, once to a Conviction, your 


own wreſted Allegations will ſertle and 
fix you for ever from wavering. 

What you fay, pap. 89, and 193. That - 
the Son calls the Father the only true Ged, 


... Quarcnus fons Deitatis.; | and that not in 


py 


w— 


oppoſition to the Perſons in Union with him, 


: but the Falſe-Gods,' pag. 185, 186. 1s to 


 : proundleſs,, and withal ſo perverting a 
. Conſtruction of Scriprure, and meerly on 
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the preſumption of your Hypotheſis, that 
I wonder how itt fair Argument you can 
uſe ir ; nay, and when in the very Texr 
you cite, you have the Father called the 
only true God , in oppoſition ro the Son 
himſelf. | 

Sir, Give me leave to tell you, your 
Church and Self have by Time and Indu- 
{try, given your ſelves ſuch Methods ro blind 
your ſelves, like the ancient Aftronomers, 
with ſo many Epicicles, and blind and 
precarious Principles, in leading your in- 
rerprering Scriptures, that withour ſingular 
Courage and Integrity lead you, I may 
ſay, the peculiar Grace of God do ir , in- 
deed *ris almoit impoſſible ro ſhew you 
Truth, you are fo clouded and maz'd . 
from ir, by your own corrupt Subtleries in 
defending Error. 

Bur yer, why do I accuſe you ſo far, 
you have already granted one half of whar 
I defire, That ſo many leading Terms, as 
Hypoſtaſis, &Cc. are to be blam'd, pag. 139. 
be pleas'd but ro move one ſtep further, 
clap Homo oufios among' them , which 
you confels is nor in Scripture ,' pag. 15, 
and yield me, that our impoſing Explana- 
tions muſt ar leaſt mud, if not corrupt the 
ſtream of Truth ; and you ſhall ſee after 
that, that you and I ſhall never difa- 

ree. | 

I ſhall add no more it this place, bur 
to ſhew you, how deep you are dipr by 
your Zeal in this Error, that pag. 150, you 


can tell us, We ought not to interpret Scris 


ptures by Reaſon, the Reafon you affign. us 
is, becauſe we muſt obſerye the Propriety 
of Words and Phraſes, and the Scope of 
the Text : And what then, Sir, is not Rea- 
ſon to enquire and rule thoſe ? You had 
as good fay, ſhe has no' concern in Lan- 
guage 3 And pray in what has ſhe more * 
Bur I ſhall forbear further Reflections. 
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INCARNATION 


T have hirherto ſhewn you, how much 
you have err'd in your general Interpreta- 
tion of Scripture, I ſhall nuw proceed to 
| ur Errors in particulars, wherey1 
I ſhall be the larger, that I may compre- 
hend the Objections of rhe late Dr. S—--, 
and others, on my Subject : I ſhall begin 
firſt wuh the Incarnation. 

Now that I may the better ſhew rhe Er- 
rors of the Incarnation, as ia your Hypo- 
theſis, I ſhall ſtare ir, as i-lies moſt natu- 
ral in mine :. Know then, that tho” I do 
not violently acknowledge the Son of God 
ro be co-equal to the Father, yer I freely 
grant him to be as Great, and Eminent 
as God could poſlibly make him. 

Sir, I do not imagine 4 Proſopopeia In- 


_ carnate,- as you ſuggeſt, p. 227. nor do I 


make the Godhead carry abour, and now 


_ and then poſſeſs a Body, as I have ſhewn 


your Triniry Hypotheſis will neceſinare ; 


_ bur I ſuppoſe the great God and Angel, 


who under the Father fram'd all things, 
ro Aatishe God's Juſtice, and deftroy the 


. Malice of Satan, and ro redeem his own, 
- willingly. condeſcended, rhat through the 

Power of God, his Being might be reduc'd 
- as ro a: firſt Semen, 


ſo he might live 
with Purity, and ſuffer under rhar Trial, 
thar no Creature bur himſelf could be able, 


| beſides, ro accompliſh with any certainty, 


far our Redemprion. 
This, Sir, I conceive, is the gon My- 
of the Incarnation ; and this, me- 
thinks, carries ſome ſemblance of Rariona- 
lity ; for if we from little Semens, may 
hereafter grow to the moſt conſiderable de- 
rees of Glory, as the Scriptures aſfures us, 
| As there can be no impoſlibiliry, nor 
difficulty, that God ſhould be able to re- 
duce the moſt glorious of his Beings back 
again, and make them, as from the firſt 
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Seed of a Soul, arrive to their Ancient 
ly | 
Bur td, this you fay, pag. 244, Thar 


there 4s no greater Nonfence in the World, 
than a Made-God, and a Cregture-Gad : 
Sir, the Propolirion is bold, but you have 
not ſtopp'd to a proof of it ; however, I 
hope ro ſhew you, *ris neirher Nonlence 
nor Ablurd ; I muft confeſs, a Creature 
God to be imagin'd the Supream, were 
abſurd ; bur when I fay a CreatureGod, 
I only mean a Spirit of an ubiquitary Pre- 
ſence, and multirudinary Power ; or one 
that by a perfect Self-conſciouſneſs, can 
reaſon with infinite Beings art once. 

If then, Sir, you will not deny it to be 
in the Power of God to create ſuch a Spi- 
rir, which I hope, Sir, you will nor ; for 1 
ſhould be ſorry to ſee my Words draw 
you. to blaſpheme the Power, which you 
can know no Limits of, bur Vice, Error, 
and Weakneſs : if you'll grant me, I fay, 
thar God can make fuch a'Power, I will 
add, he has ; for ſurely, ro make ſuch 
more glorious Beings, is much more for his 
Honour, than all little, fingle, and weak 
Individuals, as You and I are. + 

Bur you ſay, pag. 159, 160. What ſhalt 
a meer Man be exalted above Angels > Yes 
ſurely, if he were firſt above them, and 
laid afide his Being only for a time, and 
in obedience to his God : And what fay 
you'? Can any thing under infinite Wiſdom 
Rule the World 2 Yes, Sir, God's moſt glo- 
rious Son, that is wiſer than alt Men and 
Angels beſides, and rhar is in the Boſome 
of the Father, and fo has his affiſtance, 
may rationally do it. And pray, Sir, 
where are the Abſurdiries and Contradi- 
tions of rheſe things ? 

Methinks, Sir, in this you ſhould 'have 
been aſham'd of your-Reaſoning : You can 
allow God's begetting a Son co-equal Rational, 
pag. 221. bur *ris with an horrour, thar 
you deteſt an Angel-God : Bur pray, Sir, 
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if the Norion of God's begetting a Son be 
not carnal, tell me why he has not more 
Sons than One ? You dare not blafpheme 
him fare, ro fay he is not more frairful ; 
or are you ſo niggardly, ro think, he can 
mulriply his Glorious Iffue roo faſt. 

Bur ro rerurn ro my Subject : Hence ir 
was, if you would know, That the Son 
ſays he could do nothing of himſelf, pag. 169. 
and hence it was, That whil# Incarnate he 
had need of the help. of the Holy Ghoſt : but 
the Reaſons that you have given in theſe 
things, are ſo ſhuffling, pap. 187, 270, thar 
I bluſh to read rhem. 


Platoniciſm objeFed. 


So that all the Objections I know a- 
gainſt this Hypotheſis, is bur, rhar 'ris the 
Platonick Philoſophy made Chriſtian ; and 
as to that, I ſhall only fay this : Is Truth 
the worſe, becauſe Plato hapned to Idea ir ; 
or is Chriſtianity tobe diſ-etteem'd, becauſe 
a Philoſopher chanc'd to be in ſome of her 
Roads ? ; 

Bur leaſt any one ſhould think, rhat the 
Dottrine of Plato ſhould have the leaſt in- 
fluence, in wreſting the Scriptures to this 
ky potheſis, I do hereby in the preſerite of 
God declare, whar it was that firſt moy'd 
my Judgment, and turn'd me to be an Ar- 
rian ; and if it did me, it ſhould move ns 
in Charity to think it did others. = 

An Acquaintance of mine, ſpeaking by 
chance of the Trinity, rold me, Sonie 
thought it a breach of the firſt Command- 
ment ; and ro convince me,. *twas not re- 
veal'd in the New Teſtament, ſhew'd me 
rhar moſt notable Chapter of the Firſt of 
the Hebrews : Now he little thought whar 
he had done, when he did this ; for tho' 
my Zeal boyl'd againſt his Blaſphemy, as 
I rhoughtr ir for a time, yer when I retlect- 
ed again with mylelf, I thought ar leaſt, his 
Diſcourſe had rais'd ſuch Scruples in my 
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Mind, that the very Conſiderableneſs of 
the firſt Commandment would necet{itate 
me to enquire of. 

Now this was not only all the Diſcourſe 
I had with him, bur I remember ro this 
day, that I could never underſtand by his 
Diſcourſe, whether he were Arrian or So- 
cinian, nor indeed what either Hypotheſis 
was; tho lately, I muſt confeſs, I have 
perceiv'd him rather enclin'd to the Soct- 
nians. 

Bur thus it was, that ſhortly after geing 
for London, where my Doubr continuing 
upon me, I refolv'd to give myſelf fatisfa- 
Ction : I ſaughr for Books, bur tound none ; 
indeed I did not know what ro enquire 
for ; whereupon reſolving to know thar 
by myſelf, which I could not by others, 
without either knowing of Arrianiſm, So- 
cintaniſm, or Platoniſm, I took this fol- 
lowing courſe : | 

I rook the New Teſtament, where I 
conceiy'd this Truth was ro be found re- 
veal'd, if any where, and reading it with 
attention, I collefted every Texr relating 
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, into an 
Imperial Sheet of Paper ; for neither liking 
giddy Tradition, nor the rricks' of wreſt- 
ing ſingle Texts, I rhought that this could 
be the only way to find the Truth by, if 


any. | 

Now God is my wirneſs, thar when-I 
I did thus, I conld hot bur fall into Arria- 
niſm ; not that I then knew what Name 
my Opinion had ; bur ſome time after 


meeting with Books, I ſaw the difference 


of Arrianiſm and Socinianifm ; and found 
thar I was not ſingular in my Sentiments, 
but that the World had rhought the ſame 
before me. 

Nor was this all, but before I knew thar 
my Hypotheſis had been known to the 
World, thinking that I was fingular in the 
Truth, I refoly'd in Charity ro Mankind 
ro publiſh my difcovery, till fothe Friends 

B 2 hear- 
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hearing of it, advis'd me to conſider firſt, 
that I might be as much blinded by my* 
own Pride of Scearch, as the World was 
by their Corruption and Traditions. 

Upon this reſolving to be relign'd ro 
Truth, and fearing leit my prelumprion 
might ruine me, 1 nor only took all my 
Papers and burnt them , bur reſolv'd ro 
read all Books for the Trinity, and con- 
verſe all Perſons, and if poflible, fatisfie 
mylelf ro believe, and acquicſce in ſo great 
a Myitery. 

Bur alas, Sir, after all this care, you ſce 
I am forc'd to differ from you ; ſo that tho' 
I could willingly oy my Sentiments, the 
berter to cxamine Truth for a-while, yer 
when on ſcearch I could 1till do no other- 
wiſe, than think my Old Opinion the belt ; 
I durſt not leave Truth for ever; and I 
hope the necefliry of my Caſe will ar laſt 
induce you to a Charity for me. 


Of Spirzts, Gods, &c. 


Bur thar I may return from this digre(- 
fron, and the berrer evidence to-you, thar 
theſe God-Angels are no Novelties in Scri- 

let.me add. hereto an Idea of the 
23 0nd of Spirits, as I have taken ir even 
from the Scriptures themlelyes ; and thus 
there are Gods, 1 Cor. $.5,6. 2 Cor. 4. 4. 
Porentares, Principalities, Rulers, and Do- 
minions, Col, 1. 16. Eph. 6. 12—1. 20,21. 
and Angels, &sc. 

God, fignifies aSpirit of Univerſal Pow- 
er, {o that tho' there be bur One Supream 
Gad, the Father, yet he has conftirured 
the Son and Holy Ghoſt, rwo Deputies 
(a) underhim, calling the Son an Angel in 


thisdepurarion, inthe Old Teſtament (6). 
(a) 1 Cer. 124 4+ 5. 6. Rev. 22. 12, 27. Fob. 16- 


12, 13, 14, 15+ 
Tai. 63+ 9+ 


And on this Foundation ftand thoſe 
Expreſſions, Ler us make Man, &c. 


( d) Exod, 23. 20, 21. Eccd. 5.6 


(c) And thus, through the Son it is that we 
are faid. to have Accels, by one Spirit to. 
the Father (d) ; and thus ir is, that the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, and Saran the Evil God (e), are 
in us like rwo contrary prompting and ru- 
ling powers (F). 

(c) Gen. l. 26 Gon. 3» 22. Gen..ll1e 6, 7+ 
(d) Eph. 2. 18. Revs 1. 4,5, (ce) 2 
John 144.30. Eph. 2.2. RevV. 12. 9.—20. 8. ; 
25-41: J 4844. (1 Jolnq. 6. 18$am.1%.0. 
1 Cor. Z. 12. 


Thus ir is, that the San,. as Governour 
under. the Father of rheſe rwa lefſer Gods, 
adminitters the Gifts of the One, (pz) and 
re{trains the remprartions of the other, [þ ) 
whilſt rhey are in a perperual War in us; 
that is, all Mankind ar once, (:) one help- 
ing us, the other tempring us, one com- 
forting us, and the other acculing us, one 
having ſeven the Number of Perfection 
attribured ro.him, (4) as likewiſe has the 
other. 


(g) Rom. 8, 26, 27: 1.Cor. 12:43.4,5. Foh.16.12. 
(Hh) 1 Cor. 10. 13. (i) 1 John 4.6. 1Cor.2. 12. jobs 
I 4+ 26.--$, 38—16. 7. Zech. 13-2. N:#:71., 0. 20, 
Rev 2.13=12.9,10--20-23. 1 Kin. 22. 21,22. RIF. 
8. 26. Mark 4. 15. 2 Titth 2. 26. (k) Revw. 5. 
6-12» 3» 


And thus you are rv underſtand the 
Texts of a univerſal good Angel , 7!) and 
a univerſal evil one, (m) and rho” fome have 
thought borh Satan and rhe Holy Gholt ra- 
ther Names of Orders of Spirits, than 
God-Angels, citing. (=) for it ; yer 'ris plam 
by the whole courle of Seriprure, that thoſe 
places more rationally ought to be under- 
ſtood, that thoſe Gods have Ptincipaliries, 
andA &c: which are ſometimes em- 
ploy'd by them in Offices under rhem. 

Eccl.5 6. Pfal.3447. 1jai. 63.9. Mat. 18.22. 


D 
Bb 4. 10, (m) Zee91 Z<2. Rewlzg. (n) Rev. 
4=Z-1-=4o5-= 5,6. Tobi7 12-15. Zech. 3.3410, 


If you defire. ro fee this Matter more 
amply argued, you muſt read Mr. Bide?'s 
Twetvye 

of 


Twelve Arguments of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who when he had niade the Holy Ghoit 
{o conſiderable as he did, I wonder how 
he could continue a Socinian longer ; for 
the Sciiprures 1o plainly ſer the Son above 
the Holy Gholt, and tell us, Thar all 
Power is given to the Son both in Heaven 
and Earth, which he cannor po:bbly other- 
wiſe manage, that I admire he did nor 
turn Arrian through-our. 

Bur to return, this Order of. God's Ad- 
miniſtration through rhe Son, and by the 
Holy Ghoſt, appears more plainly, when 
we conſider, their gradative Stiles in Scri- 
prure, and the Apottles Creed ; thus the 
Father only is called God in our Creed, as 
only being ſo ; the Son called Lord, as he 
only really is ſo under him, 1 Cor. 8. 5, 6. 
and the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit, only ftiled 
Holy, in oppoſition ro the Evil One. 

And thus, the Divine Benefits we re- 
ceiye, as from the Father, are called Love 
and Operarion, from the Son Grace and 
Adminiſtration ; bur from the Holy Ghoſt 
and lefſer Power, only Gift and Fellow- 
ſhip, 1 Cor. 12. 4,5, 6. 2 Cor. 13: 14. and 
hence ir was, that all Communication be- 
. tween the Father and. Holy Ghoſt, being 
through the Son, Prophecies ceas'd while 
the-Son was Incarnate.  * 

Next unto theſe, as I have faid, fucceed 
Principalities , Powers , 'and Dominions : 
Now theſe, by their very Names ſhew 
themſelves to be as leſſer Depuries ; thar 
is, as Governours of Provinces, . and King- 
doms, uuder the. Gods of the World,” the 
Holy Ghoft and Satan'; and for rheſe and 
their Offices you may ſee, Dan. Io. 12, 
13, 20, 2112.1. Acts 16. 9. 

Lafily, As for Angels, I need ſay no- 
thing of them, ſeeing their Names declare 
'their Offices, and the Scriptures abound 
with Examples of their performing them ; 
thns an Angel came to the Virgin Mary, to 
Cornelius, and feveral others ;- ſo that of 
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this enough : And if any thing remain, it 
mult be ro explain the reaſanableneſs of 
there Hierarchy. | w_” 


REFLECTIONS. 


] fay therefore, when we think ro rea- 
ſon of Spirits, we mult freely allow our 
ſelyes an open and generous ſource of 
Thought ; for as the Air, and much more 
they are too fine for the groſs Caſements of |. 
our Eyes; ſo if we deſign duly ro exas 
mine their Nature, we mult be able to 
walk without Sence a little, and nor think 
ro grope grolly after them, as if we would 
_—_—_} © Ret RT 

Firſt then, T lay ir down as a Rule, 
Thar Spirits are Immortal, and have no 
need of any nouriſhment, nor do, norneed 
we doubr this, when we conſider even how 
the Sun has ſubſfilted, how his unwearied 
Rays impair him 'not, and how fo many 
Thonſand” Years has 'not 'exhaufted his 
Source of glowing Fuel. | : 

2/y, To.this I muſt add, that I cannor 
bur believe, that like unto Clouds in the 
Air, they gradually ſubfilt in each other, 
by the proportional Purity of each others 
Subſtances 3 nor need this be: ſtrange ro 
us, for this is evident, that God ar leaſt 
exiſts in all of them, and rules them asea- 
fily as they by his permitiion can us ; and 
if fo, what hinders bur that he may have 
Depury-Gods ro do the like under him. 

Nor can.it well be otherwiſe, than thar 
they ſhould rule one another thus, throu 
their gradual Parity, and Inexiftency ; for 
when we conſider, that Devilsare entirely 
wicked, and ate nor to be rufed otherwiſe 
than through a real force, there remains 
no doubt, bur thar as they are in ſubjecti- 
on to one another, ſo it is through ſuch a 
real force as this, that neither- Arr , nor 
Conſpiracy can deſtroy. | 

Bur yer, after all this, merhinks I hear 

| | ' yon 


hear you object, rhar this is difficylr to con- 
ceive, that any Creature fhould be of ſo 
exrenfive a Power ; And yer why fo? 
Does nor the Sun do rhe ſame thing in the 
Senſible, and Vegerable World 2 And ſhall 
we think . as general a power in a Spirit, 
that aseaſily pierce the thickeſt Bodies, as 
he does the Air, impoſſible ; nay, or fo 
much as. difficult, in the rational, World : 
Bur what? We know not how it is done, 
no more we know not how God, and our 
own Spirit exift within us. 

To conclude, -I ſhafl only add, rhart this 
being once granted, there remains rio dif- 
ficulty to imagine , how alf our Spiritual 
Actions are. perform'd,; and how we are 
tempted 3 rhus.only. the Supream God, and 
his Fn, poſlibly may ſee our Thoughts, 
the lefler Gods, the Holy Ghoſt and Satan, 
may only have power of Imagery, and 

pring us, while Potentates and An- 
Nils, may: only haye.power to rule and 
converſe us. "102 Fl p 
. . Bur of this enough, and I ſhall now pro- 
ceed tro handle thoſe particular Texts, that 
you, and others have cited againſt us. 


Particulir TEXTS. 


[Fobn 1. 1.] Page 216, you tell us, It the 
- beginning was the Word, and the Ward "Y 
with God, and the Wird was God: A 
what, Sir, can-be more agreeable to: an 
Hypotheſis than this ro ours 2 May I tell 
you more agreeable, than the Trinirarian, 
for bes is-no me of a: Lan of thele 
rwo,but that in rhe beginning of all This 
there was a God, which 7 beheld oy 
Word on the Earth, that Exifted with the 
Supream God , thar as his Inſtrument 
made all things; and that coming ro his 
own to redeem them, they knew him not : 
And here, Sir, your, Charges againſt the 
Socinians, not only yamiſh co Air, but rurn 
againſt you, when us'd by the Arrians. 


by bim,- as one; bro 
-T was.daily his delight, rejoicing always 
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Now, that you may not rake our Idea 
of the Son to be groundlefs, I ſhall give it 
you thus, from! Scripture itsſelf : He is the 
beginning of the Creation of God, (a) for 
Righteouſneſs exalted to be God's Son, (b) 
and yer as fo wholly dependant on the Fa- 
ther (c). 

(a) Rev. 3-14. Col. r. 15. Ecclhſ. 1, 4, g---- 


24.9, (b) Heb. I. 2 Pet. 1. 17, (c) John 5. 26. 
-—1O. 29- 14 22, 


So he is-likewife made our Univerſal 


Lord and Ruler, (4) nay, even Lordof All, 


with expreſs Eminence, (e) and Judge, (f) 
who before his Incarnation, was that Word, 
by whom God made the Worlds, and 


fratn'd all Things, (g) whether viſible or 


mvifible, (+ ) bur yer ſo as an Inſtrument 
only (z): Which Texrs I muft agree with 
you, Sir, I think the Socinians wrongfully 
wreft to a new Creature. 

(d) 1 Cor. 15. 24, 25,27,28. Phila, 11. Dan 7. 
13, 14+ Eph. 1. 17,20j21+ 22,23. (ec) Aﬀr 2:36- 
—10. 36+. Phit. 2. 11. 4nke2s 11. John 13. 3,13, 
16---3. 35» Mat. 22. #3, 44- 
Mat. 2.4. 30, 31» Mat M6. 27. (g) John 1. Heb. 1. 
2, 10-—2. TO. Eph.3. 9.' 1 Cor. 8.6. (h) Col. r, 
16, 17» (1) Eph. 3. 9. Heb.1.2,10. 2 Cor. 8. 6-- 
IS. 27, 28. 


Further, tho* the Son be often called 
God in Scripture, as (a) ; yer that can give 
us no ground to equal him to the Father, 
rhe Supream God, becauſe God is not only 
a Title, as I have faid often, beſtow'd on 
Creatures (b), bur is particularly intended 
to the Son as ſuch,as you may ſee (c), where 
he is only declared to: beLord by it, which 
i & Title inferiour and ſubordinate to 

(a) John 20, 28.. 4s 26 22. Rom 9.5. (b) Exod. 
7 1--22..28. Fſalm 97. 7.2. Cor. 4 4+ 
IO. 35, 36. rCor.8. 5,6. 

[Prov. $. 30.] Your next Text I ſhall 
hall ſpeakto, is, Prov. 8. 30, Then I was 
up with him, and 


before him. And whar, Sir, does this 
look, 


WEI 7 


(f) John 5.22. 30,: 


(c) John © 


look, as if there wasa cocquality to be re- 
preſented 2 No, ſurely, the Text aggrau- 
dizes the Perſon of the Father roo much ; 
and when you canjider ir, I doubt nox, bur 
you will grant me fo. 

Nor need I give you other Anſwer here, 
fince you know I grant Chritt io his pre- 
exiſtent ſtate (4), ro be a Spirit of a Uni- 
verlal Power (e), who laying aſide his 
bleſſed Srate (F), was deputed ipgo In- 
carnation (g), and rewarded for it (b), be- 
ing made our Mediatour (g ), the Lord of 
our Temple and Sabbath, and King and 
Spoule ro the Univerſal Church (s). 


(4) F-bn 17. 5, 24--13+ 3. Phil, 2.6, 7. 1 Cor, 10, 
4» 5:9. Luke 13. 34, 35» GO) 23S Mat. 23. 
37--2B. 18,--18, 20. Eb. 4. FO. (6) F'bs IF. $ 
Heb, 2.7,8.9 10. Eb. 4, 10, F-bn (8g) F-bn 
17. 3, 18. Heb. 5. 4, 5, , 7, B, 9, 10. (h) Heb,r2. 2, 
Phil, 2. 6 © t1.. EpÞ. rt; 20: 21, 224 23s 1 Pet, 1,21, 
(i) Me:. 12 6, 8. Mark 2. 28 


[Exod 23. 20.) Page 299. you lay, That 


there are many . Fexts in the Qld Teſta- 
ment, even by Chriſt and. his Apoſtles, ap- 
plied ro him(elf, as then in bein erm and 


grant ir you, thus Jech. 12. 10. 


look on me Who NY NE ce = 


'-of, and in lect Beho 4 E-wit 


my Meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare r 


found your Hypothefis. 

'Tis rrue, Chriſt did appear in-being in 
the Old Teſtament, bur as bur .an Angel, 
bearing the Name of God (4), once in E- 
minence called, The Angel of the Preſence 
(1), and as he is ſometimes called in the New 
Teſtament too, (m) Who taking fleſh upon 
him, ſhew'd as much by the Agonis ko he 


- was in(»). 


(k) Gen. 16; 10--18,'2, 2, 22-- 19. 1-048: 16; Tai, 
6.1. ou I. 26, 28, 2 Eſd.' 2.424 to'48. Bcel. 5.6. 
Nom. 20«| Exad, 23. 20, 21,.22+ ,refer'dto 1. Cor. 
10.4,5.99 Iſai.63.9. (m) Laps I 1 TES Rev,$3 | 
(n) Mat, 26-39=-27+ 46, Lake 22 
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Bur x0 pretend, chat & e could be the 
Uaion +4 rwo Rationals, a God and a Soul, 
in a Body, .to make a Perſqn; or thar che 
Godhead could peſlibly divelt -itlelf of - 
Power and Knowledge, to. pofſels the Bo- 
dy of an Infanr ; or that it was otherw1 
in Chriſt, who like others wasa Child, a 
grew in Knowledge by degrees ; are luc 
rinciples, that wirhaur Men lay by their 
Reaſon with their Religion _— re- 
__ L wonder they arc nat afham'd 
O 
Beſides, even the ſatisfaction of Chriſt 
as God, ſeems irrational.; Whar muſt we 
make our age ſuffer for us, ere he 
.can, pardon us Ko il _— 
the Machine of a aware Bath, - 
ro- himſelf, and % Do What lo 
more impertinent and abſurd. > - 
But thar Chriſt the Lord Gal Craryes 
uld atrone: their God for. tt | 


u$t0 hi Heb. " 91 I0. 19 this 
lr 


account ir Was, that for all 


4 fhoild paſs from him; God's nh wayld 


' not fer. he 3s-t 
way before me, page 235, anfwering to p ts ined he 15-100, umpartal, even 
Mac. 3. 3. Bur what benefit will theſe » 


Texts do you ? Nothing really, but Con- | 


his own, Sqn 

WEE Be Nexs, 1 ould ſpeak of the 

t. quoted from ſal. 102. 25, 

lg 27. and mention'd in your Book, pag. 
200: How Chrift fram'd the World, which 
you know: I. deny not, however, give me 
leave to tell you, that that Context utter- 
ly defiroys.yaur Hyporhels, tho' ir-does 
not mine.; for how you: will reconcile 
theſe words, Being made ſo much better then 
the Angels, v. 4. And thou ha#t lov'd Righ- 
teouſneſs, and bated Iniquity,, and therefqre 
| Gad,. (even thy Gad, bas anointed thee with- 
"the ol. of . pladneſs above thy fellows , viz. 


. Angels,in the Context, T know net ;; and yer- 


you.ſee Chrift is called God, tharitismen- 
tioned: 


- 


| rioned To, 4 Wong degree, in the fame 


”"Sothat 2.2 Sir, if our Brother Soci- 


2s cannor pteate you, as wreſting too much 
the Scrjprures in his Interpretations, as you 
complain, pag- 229, 230, yet the Arrian 
may give you ſatisfaction, and ſhew you 
there is an Hyporhelis more apr, may I 
fay, alm6ſt infinitely than the Trinity. 
'Fohn 3. 16, Page 238, you rell us, The 
Fundamental Myſtery of Chriſtianity *, 
that God fo loved the World, that he gave hs 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
#n him ſhould nor periſh, but have everlaſt- 
Ing" Life "And T'agree*with you, Sir, 
provided” you; will 'bitt rake 'away your 
additional: iferch of 'an Erernal Genera- 
ion to the Words, and ler the Scriprure 
_—— them. 
the ground'\upon which rhe Scri- 
Ik it is called God's Soni,” you 
windy (4) aril" ſo for his Refirt- 


Hith God-zecompliſted for him, 


#) Bs heres if we are'to find; he is his 
Rooohan "Eternal Generation ? Nor 
' ſurely becauſe he is called-G64's Son'; —u 


'"tharhe was et , rophert 
' fore his' Tneartiation'" Eo A, 
"for that" twight”Be"orff the he $445 God's 


fot reſt, gin liar Crearnre, 
os Vary rake away 
all other o Myſtery from. the Word what- 
ever. _m 
on Aar 13.324 33; Heb. 1, 4, &c- Puke, 25- 
R a7 24 462 Pet 2,117; 1 (BY 9th 26 "093% 013 
313% 10639) 5247 1:h3 ,go7-1Þ5: I0 
*So, for his FO withour” Sit} in the 
Fic it might be, becauſe, as I Aid,” he 
was immediately God' s Creation, where- 
as all things elie were made by him, and 
- throngh him, and conſequently more:1m- 
perfect ; nd'for"thar” 
- propetly be"called- His only begorret Son, 
- dnd'fis & preſsTa 
 "ha$*or wp e of managing an' entire 
-Pepurarion under him. 
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by the, Holy Gholt (d), and as { 
danr.on God's Grace (4d), he hag en no 


ſer09; he may | 
. qual.to God, v.:p4g-1240,'244.. 
age; is- fio' one befides - 
'*bur little benefit ;" for whar is rhis, but to 


- And upon» this:account indetd it was 
oz thar'he | alone. *was able* ro bear the 
weighr of the Prophecies, and Tryals inci- 
dent ro our Redemption 3 for it I may ſo 
lay, not only the Tryals were roo hazar- 
dous to be ventur'd at by an ordinary An- 
gel, but no One, except the Grear Lord 
of the Creation, would be like to ſhew fo 


great a Love rot, in its Redemprion. 


Heb. 2. 9, 10. 

Beſides, as God's Juſtice is moſt impar- 
rial,-ſo even tho' rhe Son underrook the 
Office, he was nor favourd in it ;' thus 
when he. became | Incarnate,-. he : had no 
Power, of.his own, (a), nor was he called 
ro his Office, ill he had firit ſoughr ro 


God with tears (b),. and when he was roo, 
he was ofren left to the ſharpeſt Tryals a- 


lone, - or elſe he could never have cry'd our, 
My God, my God, why ha#t thou forſaken me, 


when he was upon the Crols, as he did. 


(a) 4G. ;26.s $3 F bis 11: Al 44- 'G) Hebis 28. 

Indeed, had he nor, then been wholly 
dependant c on the Father { c, o”__ directed 
depen- 


apt Pattern for us (e), as Nig 15 how, when 


: ſubject ro like Infirmiries (f], "and yet. nor 
"bur char I' grant, that after he was once 
raid again from the Dead by God {x ), 


after his Aſcenrion -he receiv'd his Power 
again. Mat. 28.18. 


(c) Fobn, $.I0. tO 39. Heb, 2+ 54 Met, 12. 18, '8. 
Jobn 3.31. Att 10, 38;-2.23.31, 22 -3. 15, Luke 


: Be 225-4: 88.) "Fon 6.57. 8. 28. 29 + 10. 19. T1: 42-- 
- I 2+ 493 $%-14+-128- 2 Cor, g. 14; 13+ 4! 7 92 Mary ite 


22:, (©), R:m.$ 29 L'k 6 12. Fb419,9,f» 


- VE) Mr. 27.46 -26 33, 39, L1k; 22.43; 1h #5. 
\ 34--14- '35+ 36- 


(g) A&s 2, 24 32*-3 I5. 26 -13, 
24 33s 
Phil. 2. 6. Abibes Text yoti urge a- 
gainſt us is, Thar *ris ſaid of Chriſt, Phil. 
2. 6, That he thought jt 10t rokbery $0. be &- 
Bur whare- 
ver you - ſurmize? -this Text will-do you 


rC- 


require what I have granred, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is abſolute Lord to all the Glory of 
the Farther ; and indeed, Sir, if you would 
have bur look'd a little further, ro v.9. and 
ro, you would have ſeen the Apoſtle him- 
{elf, apply this my Interpretation accor- 
ding to, 1 Cor. 15.27, 28. 

So pag. 239, you tell us, He took upon 
him the form of a Servant. And pag. 242. 
you ſay, That that proves hy Pre-exiſtence: 
And I grant it you : And whar, Sir, is not 
this agreeable to my Hypotheſis ? Bur you 
add, pay. 242, That it was matter of free 
choice: And have I nor faid the fame ? 
Indeed, you have added, pag. 244, That 


"there us not " wang Nonſence, than a Crea- 


ture-God : Bur, Sir, then you ſhould have 


prov'd it. 

Fohn 2. 19. 21. Page 233, you tell us, 
The Temple was a Type of Chrift : as you 
urge ir more ſtrongly, pag. 234, 235. And 
indeed, Sir, you are 1n the right ; bur I 
hope you weild this Sword againft the 
Socinians, and 'not the Arrians. So pag. 
237, you tell us, of rhe Types of Sacrifice ; 
bur in all theſe things we agree with you, 
Sir ; and our Cauſe ought to loſe no Re- 
putarion, by your Impurations; and there- 

ore excuſe me, if I pur in thus a*Cavear 
here and- there, leaſt another Reader, if 
'not your ſelf, may be miſled by them. 

Fobn 10. 30. Bur now I am come to 
your great Charge, Sir ; I and my Father 
are One: And here you prepar'd your ſelf 
before, with your Self-conſctouſnels, p. 57. 
bur as to thar, I think, I have anſwer'd 
you ſufficiently already ; fo thar I hope, 
even 'your ſelf will judge, that the Texr, 
Fohn 17.20, 21. alledy'd by you, p. 62, 
will be a ſufficient Anſwer to you, for all 
your fine-fpun Evaſions, p.'61, 62, 63. 

1 Folm 3. 7. The ſame Anſwer, I ſhall 
return you to the Text : There are Three 
thar bear Record in Heaven, the Farher, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and thoſe 
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Three afe One : and indeed, Sir, without 
queſtioning the Authority of this: place, 
what can we rationally mean by this Text ; 
unleſs One in bearing Record, accordin g 
as, I Cor. 3. 8. and the Context directs 2 

So pag.' 51. you alledge, that becauſe 
Chrilt ſaid, The Father is in me, and I in 
him, that therefore they are eſſentially 
One ; as likewiſe, becauſe Chriſt is ſaid 
to be in the Boſome of the Father : But a- 
las, Sir, your Inference is ſo weak, and 
theſe Expreſſions ſo much-berrer ſuir my 
Hypotheſis than yours, that they deſerve 
not an Anſwer ; For pray, Sir, let me ask 
you, Who is to be cheri(h'd in the Boſom' ? 
What, a Conga ? And is not the other 
Expreſſion adequate ro both Hypotheſis 
alike ? 

So pag. 50, you ſay, The Son perfeftl 
knows the Father. And pag. 59, you al 
ledge a Scripture to prove it, which de- 


' nies it, indeed, which ſhews you he knows 


bur what the Father ſees good to tell him: 
Beſides, Sir, in this matter you have us'd 
ſuch a ſhuffling Method of anſwering, as 
I ſhew'd you before , in treating about 
the Hour of Judgment, that Chritt knows 
nor ſomething as Man, and. yer all things 
on occaſion as God, in the ſame Perſon , 
that really rill your Hypotheſis ler you . 
write berrer, you deſerve no Anſwer, _ 
Fohn 2. 25. But as a ſtrengthning xo 
this, may be alledg'd, what you have 
wrote, 4 245. that Chriſt rells us, He 
knew what was in man : And.no doubt of 
It, Sir, he needed not that any Man ſhould 
teſtifie of -Man 3 bur does this therefore 


argue, he had nor this knowledge from the 


Father, by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Beſides, Sir, if you mean. thar in his 
pre-exittent ſtare he ſees our Thoughts, as 
you ſeem to alledge, pag. 248, and 252, I 
anſwer you, I never denied ir ; bur if 
you think , he knew what was in Man 
whilſt Incarnate, otherwiſe than by Reve- 
C lation, 


lation, I muſt confeſs you make me diſſent 
from you ; for if he had, he could never 
have ask'd Men occaſionally ſo many 

ions as he did : as when he ask'd his 
Diſciples, Whar Fobn thought of him 2? 
And what Men ſaid of him ? 

Mat. 28. 18. Page 247, you tell us, 
That Chrift had a/l power both in heaven 
and earth given him: But I wonder you 
will cite a Text ſo much again(t you ; for 
if it was given him, was there not a time 
then, that he had it nor ; thar is, during 
his Incarnation,according to Fohn 17. And 
if ſo, what good will all your little Argu- 
ings, p. 248, 250, and 251. do you. 

You know, Sir, whatever the Socinians 
do, our Hypotbefss ſuppoſes, him eminent- 
ly the Son of God {a), and the-Univerfal 
Lord (b), nor do we deny him properly 
to be called a God, provided it be ex- 
prefled as in rhe Scripture, in ſubordinari- 
on to the Father, Heb. 1. 8, 9. for there in 
his higheſt Glory and Exaltation, he is al- 
ways pur under the Father (c). 

97..22, p 5 20 -I0, 4 
GO. ES Kew 3+ ao "Thi, gn; So 
20, 17, Ept. 1.179, 20, 21, 22, 


Mat. 9.'6. Bur you fay, pag. 249. That 
the ſon of man hath power on carth, to for- 
g3ve ſims : Bur what then « That it was 
not his own Power, appears by his An- 
ſwefto the Sons of Zebbedee, Mat. 20. 23. 
. which'he would not have given, had he 
been a Supream and Coequal God ; nay 
more, to confirm this, he declares he knows 
not the Hour of Judgment, Mark 13. 32. 
1 Tim. 6. 15. Indeed, after his Reſurre- 
con he tells us, The Father hath pur all 
| Times and Seaſons in his own Power, 
As 1. 7. And tells us, That God gave 
himeven the Revelations to ſhew unto his 
Servants, Rev. 1. 1. 

Fohn 5..23. The laſt Tex: I ſhall write 
of in al of the Son, is, Thar all Men 
Gonil denour the Son, as they honour the 


(18) 


Father :' and this p. 173, you ſay, Ought 


to be equal to the honour we pay the Father : 
and 1 prettily obſerve, thar you pur off, 
that God appointed that Honour, on pre- 
rence, that 'tis natural for the Son to re- 
ceive Honour by the Father. 

SO pag. 253, 254, 255, You are upon a 
continuation of the ſame Argument : Bur 
alas, how woodenly : No Reader can pe- 


rule. you, and not fee. Page 62, you can. 


grant your ſelf, thar (as) ſignifies a like- 
nels, and not always lameneſs in degree ; 
And if fo, why cannor our Brother Socini- 
an's Anſwer ſerve you ? 

Bur however, that we may put this mat- 
ter our of all doubr ; Pray, Sir, confder a 
hetle, 1s there no difference , ' berween rhe 


- great Son of God our Mediator, and eyery 


lirtle Creature, and isnot therea difference, 
berween a Mediator appointed by God, and 
one {et up meerly by the whimſfie of Man ? 


If theſe are not good Reaſons, for our giving. 


ro Chritt Honour as a\Mediatour, I know 


not what are, I am (ure they are better;than - 


ro make God ftoop to ſuch a perry Ho- 

nouras to be ablurdly Mediator to himſelf, 
Bur you have a further Argument, pag. 

205, from 2 Phil. 9. 1o, 11. That att 


Name of Feſus, every knee ſhall baw-—and' 
that every tongue ſhall confeſs, (But what ?) 


that Feſus Chriit u Lord, tothe glory of the 


Father. And who - ſhall deny, you this 


Honour ? Not I : no, I will grant it you 
in confuſion to your own Hypotheſis ; for 


'tis ſuch a Lord, and not a God, that I 


would have you think him to be.. - - ' 

Now, that we might-the better under- 
ftand what Honour is due to the Son, the 
Scripture hath expreſly called it, and ap- 
pointed it to be Mediation (4a), but yer nor 
ſo as that we ſhould pray to him for our 
Mediation, no more than we are to pray 
to him for any thing elſe. by 

(a) At1 4.t0.11,12, Jobs 14.13, Eyb.3.28,21, Phik 
2.9. Rom.1.8--5.11, Col,3.16,17, Fobn16, 23:26. 
Nor 


Nor ought any other Worſhip to be paid 
him, unlels perſonally preſent, and then as 
the only Son of God, and Lord of the 
World, he requires it, and ſuch Worthip 
is whar is given him, Heb. 1. 6. where the 
following verles, 7, 8, 9. goonly ſhew ir 
not to be intended of the Supream Wor- 
ſkip, bur as is mentioned, Rev..5. 9, 10,11, 
12, 13. becauſe God for his excellency 
and worthineſs has appointed him thar Ho- 
Nour. 

Laſtly, To account 2 Cor. 13. 14. for a 
a Supream Adoration, were to make Ger. 
48. 16. fo too; and as for the Worſhip of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as you your ſelf can as 
good as confeſs, pag. 194, there is no men- 
tion made of it in the whole Scriptures : 
fo that you may ſee on whata rotten Foun- 
dation your Faith ftands ; and indeed, 
were not the Truth I write for now, near 
as clear as the Sun at Noon, I ſhould nor 


'be fo zealous for ir. 


7 Mediatory Kingdom. 
I proceed now to write of Chriſt's Me- 
diatory Kingdom, and here I cannot bur 


obſerve, how the Trinitarian Hypothefis 
diſtorts the whole frame of Truth, makes 


God a Mediator to himſelf, and a Coequal 


take as an Honour an underling Office, 
whereas Chriſt in the Arrian Idea, as the 
great Son of God, is fit ro be our Media- 
tor berween God and his Handiwork , 
and may be deſervedly honour'd with 
the Title, thar he alone can prevail with 
God for mercy for us. 

And here I cannot bur ler you ſee, Sir, 
with whar falſe colours you would magni- 


' fie this Office, ro make it rational for a 


Coequal tq accepr of.it ; thus, pag. 159, 
you make. it nothing, That God exalted 
him to it : And fo pag. 163, That he was 
forc'd firft to ſuffer for it, and then re- 
ccive itasa Gift 3 whereas indeed, if he 
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were a Coequal, it were both ſervile and 
degrading to him, eyen to accept it, tho' 
on any Terms, and tho' with a Reward. 

So pag. 173. I cannor bur admire, to 
ſee how you [glorious] out this Kingdom, 
how you would fain ſeem ro make it com- 
mand the Father ; when alas, Sir, you 
know your (elf, all the Power of this King- 
dom, 1s bur an humble Intercefion, p. 179. 
Indeed your Argument, p. 176, and 243. 
Thar no One but a God can adminiſter it 3 
is ſomewhat forcible againit the Socinians, 
but can be of no force for you againſt the 
Arrians. 

But why do I uſe more words, That all 
Power in Heaven and Earth were given 
him afrer his death, Mas. 28. 18. If a 
God coequal before, were Nonſence, and 
as a Creature-God, your ſelf {ays he can- 
not exerciſe ir ; ſo that Prophecies ſhould 
ceaſe, as they did while he was -Incarnarte, 
Foln 7. 3916.7. 13, 14, 15. were ab- 
ſurd ; otherwiſe, indeed, you might as 
juſtly frame a Mediatory Kingdom, to in- 
_— that great Text of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Fohn 16.13,14,15, as build ſucha.ground- 
leſs one as this for Chrift. 


Of the Three Perſons together. 


Having premiſed thus much in general 
of the Son, and indeed on whom almoſt 
depends rhe whole hinge of the Controver- 
fie, I ſhall now proceed, to ſhew'you how 
the whole Three Perſons are treated, when 
they are named togerher in Scripture, that 
you may ſee eyen there our Hypotheſis 
prevails alſo. 

Know then, that in ſuch places, the 
Father is repreſented as our God diſtinct 
and ſolely, rhe Son our Lord diſtin and 
wholly, and the Holy Ghoſt only as our 
aiding Spirit or Comforter, Eph. 4. 4, 5,6. 
1 Cor. $8. 5,6. S0 in the Revelations like- 
wile, St. Fohn makes the Son and Holy 

C 2 Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt, bur as Attendants on the Throne ef 
the Father, Rev. 5. 7. 3, 9, &©c. whiltt he 
only fits on the Throne ; and the greateft 
Honour even of rhe Son is, that he has re- 
deem'd us, and fo is become worthy ro 
open the Book. 

Bur yer as I have formerly ſhewn you, 
as the Father impowers the Holy Gho't 
through the Son, 1n all Acts of Grace, fo 
are their Records One, 1 Fohn 5. 7. And 
yer not bur that this Record receives a tile 
agreeable ro rhe Excellency of the Perſon 
giving ir, where *ris diſtinguiſh'd, thus in 
the Father *ris call'd Operation, the Son 
Adminiſtration, and in the Holy Ghoſt 
Gifts, 1 Cor. 12. 4, 5, 6. And the manner 
of Gift in the Farher is called Leve, in the 
- Son Grace, and the Holy Ghoſt Fellow- 

ſhip. 2 Cor. 13. 14. Rom. 15. 16. 

So likewiſe, as all Three being engaged 
in our Salvation, they are pur in as Arti- 
cles to our Apoſtles Creed , bur yer with 
ſubordinate Titles, as God, Lord, and 
Holy, to ſhew their dittinction, and infe- 
rioriry; fo that your Argument you ſee, 
Sir, that their being-there, makes them 
Coequal and God, is very weak, pay. 197. 
for by the ſame Reaſon you mighr make 
every body, or the Catholick Church, God 
likewiſe. - 

Hence likewiſe, the ancient Doxology 
before it was alrer'd, was, Glory be ro the 

' Father, through rhe Son, and by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ; ( ſee Sparks on the Liturgy ) 
which ſhew'd plainly their Subordinarion : 
Indeed: fince, upon the prevailing of the 
Dodrine of the Triniry, it has been al- 
rer'd : Bur with what Scripture-Authort- 
ty > Now I hope you ſee plainly. 

Bur T ſhall nor difſent from you, thar 
the Socinians abſurdly baptize in the Nams 
of the Hely Ghoſt, if there were none 
and- they do worſe than thoſe Diſciples 
who never heard of him, for they ac- 
knowledg'd him whien they did, which 


theſe, even now, do not : But what, are 
not they our Brethren ? And are we nor 
bound ro have a Charity. for their Errour ? 
And who ſhall condemn them in ir, that 
they are wiltully blind. 

However, ro return : 'Fhis makes nor 
bur that we are bapriz'd in their Names 
as our Spirirual Goyernours, Mat. 28. 19. 
tor fo even the Scripture plainly expreſs 
rhemſelyes, 1 Cor. 12. 13, 27—10.2. where 
we are told, That we are bapriz'd by one 
Spirit into one body, which is Chriſt ; 
that is, into the Church, by his Miniſter, 
whereof he is the Head, to the Worſhip, 
Honour, and Glory of God: _ And whar, 
vir, will you interprer againſt Scripture ? 

And this confider'd, where ſtands any 
room for your Calumnies, page 27, 210, 
211, 212, 213, 214. Is not the whole 
Foundation of your Argument: rotten ? 
Does Baptiſm ſhew Worſhip 2 And if nor, 
how can it be an open and barefac'd Ido- 
latry > Whar may not there be a Cere- 
mony in it, to ſhew us, who under God, 
are our Spiritual Governour, as well as 
by Water to imitate the cleanſing of Re- 
generation ? If ſo, why may not my 
Conſtruction of ir, agreeable to Scripture- 
Interpretation, be as good as yours ? I 
proteſt-before God, did not my Hypothe- 
fis not only want Abſurdiry, bur ſuit moſt 
rationally, yea moſt naturally to Truth 
and the Scriprures, I would fooner dye 
than adhere to ir. | 

Eaſtly, Sir, to put your Union in your 
Hypotheſis beyond all doubr,the Scriptures 
have plainly ſhewn us, thar theſe Three 
Pefſons have various and diſtinct Intelle- 
Gtual Powers, Fohn 16. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
Mark 13. 32. Fohn 12. 49. And indeed, 
we might rationally have collected as much, 
from Sor being given and ſent, did nor 
our Myſteries quite-ſhut our. Eyes agai 
mo Ts de Wh 
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Nor do the Scriptures cited of the Son, 
and Three Perſons, only agree to ſtrengthen 
our Hyporheſis, and deitroy yours, bur e- 
ven thoſe that relate ro the Father and 
Huly Ghoſt likewiſe; I ſhall give you ſhorr 
Specimens of both, beginning with rhe firſt 
firſt, and then proceeding tothe other, and 
afrer rhar, I ſhall conclude my Scriprure- 
proofs in this, and proceed. 

Know then, that the Scriptures plainly 
rell us, thar the Father is the One (a), on- 
ly true God (b), only Good (c), only wiſe 
(a), greater than the Son (e), -only fitting 
on the Throne, the Son and Holy Gholt 
being as his Arrendants {f), and his Name 
is, Iam (g), in oppoſition to « and'«, rhe 
Firſt and the Laſt,. One ſignifying a pure 
and infinite Being, the other the firſt and 
great Creature, Rev. 3. 14. 

(a) Exod 20. 2,3, Deut.6.4. Mark 12.29.to 34. 
(-b ) John 8.54. 1 Tim2+5. 1 Cor. $.4,5,6. John 17-3. 
(E) Lukert8.19. Mat.19.17. (d)Rom. 16-27. 1 Tim. 
17. (e) John 14-28--10. 29. (f) Rev. 4+ 2-5, 6, 7+ 
Eſar, 2. 42+ uſq; 4% (8g) Exad. 3. 14+ 


Further the Scriptures ſhew us, it is not 
agreeable with a due reverence, that we 
ſhould confound the Titles of rhe Father 
with others ; thus Chriſt gives us a partt- 
cular charge, ro remember nor only that 
there is bur One God , bur that we have 
bur one Father, and one Maſter, Mat. 23. 
8, 9. and St. Paul, 1 Cor. 8. 4, 56. tells 
us, Thar in rrurh there is but One God, 
and One Lord ; to wit, the Father, and his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus, according to Phzl. 2. 11. 

So they ſay, the Farther is the Supream 
Lord of all (h), and greater than rhe Son (7), 
and really his God too (k), and that he is 


(b) 1 Cor,3-22,2.3. (1) John 10. 19-14+28-17. 24. 
(k) Eph.ts 11,17» Rev. 3. 12, John20, 17. 2C0r- 
11, 13s 


(21 ) 


the Fountain of Grace (/), and only inviſi- 
ble (m2), whereas the Son and Holy Ghoſt 
have been often ſeen, ſo he is only reveal'd 
by the Son (7). 

(1) John 6. 44, 65. (m) John 1.18. 1 Tim. 1* 
17-6. 16. AtFs2.2, 3. (n) 70/4 1» 18-3435. Mat. 
Il. 27. Litke 10,22. ; 


Bur what need I repeat more of theſe 
proofs > The Scriptures are full of them, 
and were nur Men blinded as they are, 
with the Epicicles of their Two Natures 
in Chriſt , and Mediatory Offices, &©c. 
whereby Cer hes the thing in diſpute,and 
anticipate all Proofs, they would ſee the 
Sun 1s not clearer than the Proofs I have 
given them ; hereafter, I believe, Men 
will admire at eur blindneſs, as much 
as we do ar the Papiſts now ; but II ſee 
the Hand of God is upon us, we are cur- 
ſed ro it, and only Prayers can remaye 
i, 


Of the Holy GhoRt. 


I. come now to ſpeak of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to ſhew you how much in every Point 
your Hypotheſis ſtraggles, and how you 
difſent from Scriprure, in every ſtep you 
have made in your Myſtery ; while rhe 
Arrian anſwers it, may I fay to the moſt 
exact Truth, and keeps a due mean be- 
rween your cocqual Gods, and the Socins- 
ans no leſs abſurd meer Man, and power 
of God. 

Know then, the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirir 
of Truth (a), called © in oppoſitiento Sa- 
ran the lying Spirit, is a great God or 
Principalpy, and Chriſt's Univerſal De- 
puty (b;, and as ſo the Giver of all good 
Gifts (c,. 

14. 1715.26. 1 fohn 4. 6 ATs 
, IE | = pg a Mor 
(c) 1 Cir. 12. Iſate 11. 2+ Rom. 5. 5--15.13. Afts 
1. $.--20. 28. Luke 12:13« 1 Cor:2, 10, 12, 


s Yet 


Yet fo, as he is ſubject to the Son, and 
receives his Authority from him (d), and 
thence, I believe it peremprory to bla- 
ſpheme his Evidence (e), for ro lie to him, 
is to lie to God (F ), thar is, through him, 
though he be bur in reality an Angel, Rev. 
2. 1.2. 11. compard to Aﬀs 22,34. Luke 
3. 21,22. where he made the like Viſions ; 
and indeed Blaſphemy againſt him orher- 
wiſe were abſurd ; ir ſhould rather be a- 
gainſt the Father and Son, eſpecially the 

ather, as Fons Deztatis, and whom the 
Jews reverenc'd when they knew nor the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

(d) John 16. 12, 13, 14, 15-15-26. Rev. F.6. 


Mat. 3. 11. Mark 2.8. (c) Mat. 12.31, Mark 3. 
28, ' Luke 12. 10. (f) Atts ys. 3, 4+ 


Further, as God made the Son his In- 
ſtrument in the Angelical Creation, fo he 
ſub-depured rhe Holy Ghoſt ih the Forma- 
tion of Man (g), and of the Earrh (b), and 
upon this account, the Spirit is called E- 
minenter, the Spirit of God; thar is, the 
greateſt next to God the Father, and the 
Lord Chriſt, and rhe moſt extraordinary 
'Gifr of God in his afliſtance (3). 


| ) Job JJ. 4+ (hb) Gen. Io Ze Fob 26. Jo Pſal. 
DI (4) Nehem. 9. 20. Rom. 8 26,27. 


Bur yer he is abſolutely Chriſt's Depury, 

and ſenr by the Son, from the Father ( &), 
thar tillChrift went, he'could nor come (/), 
and yer 'ris he that under Chriſt beſtows all 
variety of Spiritual Gifts (m), that dwells 
in us { 2), that ſpake by the P:ophers: (0), 
that he5ps our Prayers( p }, tand indeed, 
that aili:s our ordinary Diſcougle;{q), by 
his Grace; orholy anointing (r)* 
. (k hn , 2615. 26.-: Eh. t. 13* 
(1 TM yy . es ps I2. ke Cor. i 
(n) 1 Cor 6.19. 2 Cor. 1.22. (0) As 28. 25, Luk® 
N, 25,26. p) Rom. 8. 26, 27. 1 Th'}ſ. 5. 19* 
(q) Mark 13.11, Luke12.12. (T) 1 John. 27. 


But to ſhur up all, he is in no place of 
The whole Scripture, either directly called 


( 22.) / 


God, or order'd to be worſhip'd ; which 
laſt rhing you are ſo modeſt as to grant, 
page 194, 195.3 ſo that upon the whole 
marter, to Idea him in coequality to the 
Father, as you ſee were fo plain a violence 
ro the Scriprure , he not having ſo much 
Honour allow'd him, as even the Son has, 
thar I declare, I admire ir. 

And by this rime, I hope, Sir, you ſee 
R—_ that your reaſoning abour the 

oly. Gholt, pare 179, 193. are meer 
ſhuffles, and thar your Texts, 1 Cor. 2. 10. 
quored by you, paze 53. Thar the Spirit 


+ ſearcheth all things, yea the deep things of 


God : has no other ſence, than that the Ho- 
ly Ghoft co-operaring with our Spirit, res 
veals us the greateft knowledge weattain, 
and rhar is what agrees with the Context, 
and the Texr you cite in the next Page ; 
bur if it does with your Hypotheſis, I am 
mittaken. 

As for your other Reaſons, page 54, 55. 
and 64, 65. brought to prove the ſelf-con- 
ſciouſneſs of the Farher and Holy Ghoſt, 
they are as groundleſs as the reſt of your 
Myitery, and therefore I ſhall only ſhew 
you I rake notice of them 3; indeed, if the 
Holy Ghoſt knew all things thus of him- 
ſelf, what need the Son ſhew them him. 


REFLECTION. 


Sir, I hope by this time, I have giyen 
you as ample ſatisfaction in your Scripture- 
proof, as you can deſire, you cannot but 
be fo ingenious as to grant, thar you have 
had all rhe advantages thar a Succeſſion of 
Commentators can give you ; whereas, I, 
you ſee, for all thar, can heap you up the 
whole courſe of Scriprure againſt you, thar 
have nor ſo much as one Arrian Author ro 
aflift me. | 
I have already inform'd you, what 
rurn'd me to be an Arrian, and now I 
ſhall add, that when 1 had once reſoly'd 
no- 
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nothing ſhould be dearer to me than 
Truth, and. bethought me the Corruption 
even of Primitive Tradition, and ſaw a 
necefliry of fticking wholly to the Scri- 
prure, the Sun was not clearer to me than 
rhe Doctrine which you call Hcrerical, and 
Arrianiſm. | 
And give me leaveto tell you, tho' you 
have Popularity, and the Temporal Sword 
on your ſide, yer blaſpheme it more, if 
you dare, if there be ſuch a thing as bla- 
iphemy againlt «rhe Holy Ghoſt , as we 
have Chriit's word there is ; ro your peril 
be it, Sir: I tell you, *ris to blaſpheme 
the known Evidences of his Truth : and 
if theſe be ſuch, I dare venture my Truths 
with the Sword of the Spirit, againſt all 
your carnal bag ap 
Remember, Sir, there is a Sin unto 
Death, we may not ſo much as pray for, 
1 Fohn 5. 16. and all our pretences and 
good Works will be of none effect, while 
we'blaſpheme the moſt great and ſincere 
Truths of God ; beware, Sir, of this great 
and fiery Tryal ; I mean pervetrſly to bla- 
ſpheme God's Truths, eſpecially when ſo 
conſiderable as this, this is that that will 
make-rthe Tree good, and the Fruit good, 
and the Tree evil, or*irs Fruit evil ; \in- 


deed, can you expect to be call'd or're- 


ceiv'd as a Son, when you openly and ma- 
litiouſly proclaim'd your ſelf a Rebel to 
the only and great means of Government 


of the Holy Ghalh - Wis | 
TRADITION. 


H4ving now done 'with the. rwo' firſt 
Heads of my Diſcourſe, the. proof of: 
the Trinity by Reaſon and, Scripture, I, 
proceed to the laſt, viz. Tradition, where-: 
in would Men hurt be content to;belieye; 
as they pray, I ſhould be ſatisfied ; for 
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that they do almoſt wholly to the Father 3 
and therein may I fay, they give all 
their prerences ro Tradition, rhe greateſt 
Lye even the Caule is capable of bearing 3 
bur alas, the World is made too giddy by 
this Myſtery, to bear ſuch, or any orher 
Reaſoning. 

I know, Sir, you are very confident thar 
ſhe is of your fide, as-you ſay, page 31. 
bur your Proofs and Suggeſtions for ir, 
are as few and inconfiderable as even I 
can With for, pag. 4. Thus, you would 
fain wheedle us, that Men were Arrians, 
and not Arrians. And what, Sir, was it 
out of Chatriry that they forbore to call 
the Trinitarians Herericks * If it was,*rwas 
a ſign they were the better Chriſtians for 
ir, not that their Cauſe was the worſe. 

So you aſperſe the Grear Council of Ar- 
minium, of 5 50 Biſhops, of fo ſeeming or 
wou'd-be an Impurarion,. pae. 43, that I 
am aſham'd to fee'r : Whar, Sir, d6 you 
think they would have called the greateſt 
Council that eyer was, if they had deſign'd 
a tricking ? Or are you reſoly'd to truſt 
more to the Council of Nice, becauſe nor 
ſo many ? Merthinks, Sir; you ſhould rhink' 
ir enough at leaft, that your Praditionwas' 
diſputable then, that you had fuch'Numni- 
bers.againſt you, and nor repoſe in forging 
Rome for blemiſhing Councils. 

- You tell us,. Mr. Bull has anſwer'd this - 
matter throughly, page 24. Bur I tell you . 
vir, I have perus'd him, and he has not ; 
and-wene.it worth my while, T would ſhew 


- it:yquz90: bdfides, Sir, would you expect 


a-fait and ſtrict Combar, after: ſo'many- 
Years, While : Rome has held the ſtakes ? 
What worit you make*us'no allowances in 
your Thoughts > Nor that we beg ir nei- - 
ther : Bur 1s it. generous, firſt ro fetter a 
Man, andthen challenge him ? Whar ſhall 
I fay © Isthis the way to defend your Ca- 
tholick Faith ! Thar Faith which you fay 
requires both Forehead, and Forgery ro 
deny _ 
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deny it, p ge 44» when you ſhould ſay to 
maintain .at ? 


REFLECTION. 


- Give me leave toadvile you a little, Sir, 
if you are reſoly'd to fullow Tradition : 
Be-not. partial in it : 'Why ſhould you act 
by:halves ? you would be a good Papitt, 
were you fincere, and follow'd it through- 
out: Or if as a Proteſtant you hate this 
- courſe, why do. you: not purkue it more 
home, and to the root ? 

Tradition was only of uſe till the Scri- 
prures were deliver'd ; and indeed” tis well 
if 'twas contain'd pure rill:then ; as we 
may moſt juſtly cenſure, by St. Fohn's Ad- 
vice to the Churches, in the Revelations. 
But to continue Tradition further, whar 
is it, but like the Jews, ro make the Law 
of God of noneeffect, by our Tradirions. 

You muſt excuſe -me -thetefore, if I 
think Tradition to be roo much aNoſe of 
Wax, to be alledg'd ayainſt 'Scriprure' ; 
eſpecially ſuch expreſs ap r and ſelf- 
evidentTexts,asHeb. 1. and Fohn 16,1 ſhall 
therefore-leave you to jangle our your quo- 
red Inconfiſtencies, page 107,1 rod oh. 4, 
L19, 120, 121. And reff you withal, fauch 
Variances are no Miracle in a Traditio- 
nary Myſtery. 

| In' ſhort, Sir, if eyer you deſign for 
"Truth, you tuſt-leart a new bravery, to 
be. able to dare to-be fingular, think you 


that! Men that geld, ſuppreſs, and forge - 


Books, are in the right, -or they: that: 
ſecuteall rhar oppoſethem ? Surety, Thope: 
you rhink better, that theſeare the Engines 
of weaker Error ; and yet this:iseven the 
preſent Caſe; and who dares even at this 
day, and-in/full Proteftancy, ro write or 
peak freely; He is ſure of being ſuppreſ- 


,.at beſt 


Damnatory Sentence. 


-But before I leave this Subject, there 
is another part of your Diſcourſe rhat de- 
ſerves to be confider'd ; and that is, your 
Damnatory Sentence, wherein I wiſh I 
could ſpare' you'; bur your loye for your 
Myſtery, has fo inſpir'd you, with ſuch a 
furious and unchriſtian Zeal, that 'rwould 
be an Offence ro the Wortd,; ſhould I leave 
ir unanſwerd under ſo greqt a Name. 
Thus, | 

:P. 22, you ſay, this Faith # neceſſary to 
Salvation: and p.23. That no Few, Turk or 
Pagan can be ſav'd without it, And that, 
whether he has ms'd reaſonable diligence,or not: 
Or, whether it has been perplext with never 
ſo great Controverfies. The ſame you add, 
page 271, only you add this merciful A- 
pology, That Men may underſtand it, if 
they will. | 


And further, that I may give your Ar- 


gument the greatelt force, you add, page 25. 
That ev ſay, Men can be ſav'd by good Works 
alone, without Faith, x Popery : And page 
26. That if Salvation were ſo common, 
Chriſtianity were but a better Set of Philo- 
fophy 3 \and*there would be too great a ſcope 
for Infidelsty, *page 23. EY 


ANSWER. 


Alas, Sir, I pity you ; had'you regard- 
ed NaturalReligion more, and your My- 
ſtery leſs, you would nor have abounded 
with ſach an Envy-and Monopoly of Sal- 
vation : What muſt we have no Faith, bur 
be fav'd by Works, becauſe we have not 
jaſtthis Myſtery ? And what is it nothing 
to Chriſtianity, thar we have ſeveral de- 
grees of Glory as an Encouragement, ſet 


in our proff «and ſcarch above the Hea-' 


then ?' Oc what, Sir, is your Eye evil, bes 
cauſe God isgood '2 Would you haveGod 
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a Devil, create Men meerly for Damnati- 
on ? Or would you have him damn them 
ro ſupport your Hypotheſis ? 

Se how your Myſtery has miſled you, 
Sir, that Men ſhould be ſfav'd, only by 

rotting over a few unintelligible words: 
I might have expected this from ſome 
ignorant Sectariſt , bur I never thought a 
2 skilful Doctor, ſhould make Gad fo hard 
a Task-maſter, as to require Men to be- 
lieve ſo penally, what 'ris plain, nor One 
in a Million underſtands: Alas, Sir ! you 
miſtake the Redemption of Chriſt ! *rwas 
ro purchaſe us a new Coyenant, and not 
only teach us anew Faith! 

On Adam's Fall we chang'd our State, 
our Tryal by a ſingle Precept for the Law 
of Nature, but had nor the Seed of the 
Woman begun even then to have broke 
the Serpent's Head, ar leaſt through a Co- 
venant to be fulfilld : Can you blaſpheme 
God, ſo as to fay, he would ler himn be 
fruirful > Will not a Propher be able to 
vindicate his Juſtice, thar has declar'd long 
fince, every Man, and he alone ſhould 
bear his own iniquity. : 

I fay, then Chriſt has purchaſed us a 
new.Covenant, and ſince he is come, there 
is ſome reaſon. for us to honour him, with 


" the neceffity of our Faith throngh him, ro 


lead us ro Salvation, and to obey his excel- 
lent Preceprs, ro conduct us through the 
Second Covenant, the Law of Narare, to 
Perfection ; But where could be the nece{- 
firy criti tore, 

I ſee, Sir, your Virtueshave no'Extreams, 
you have Faith, bur allow no Credulity 3 


if you did, you could never ſwallow theſe 


things 3 you confirm the old Sentence, 
Credo quia impoſſibile eft : Bur alas, Sir, do 
you think ro make your Doctrine prevail 
by theſe means, by a dead anathematizing 
implicite Faith , fitter for Paganiſm than 

No, your uncharitabteneſs cannot 'but 


( 25 ) 


blemiſhyou,even among your own Friends; 
indeed the Predeſtinarian does nor exceed 
this ; and may be, Men ſceing thus, how 
a _— = __ r ſo black, 
Wil roughrt by it to ſee the Truth 
confider'd => befire. | mY 
Beſides, Sir, had you conſulred Scri 
in this, the Apoſtle rells you plainly, that 
Chriſt died for the Sins of the whole World, 
1 Fohn2.1,2. Andif not, think you God's 
Mercy would have detain'd him trill the 
latrer Ages of the World ; belides, Sir, are 
we not charg'd not to judge them thar are 
withour, are we not told, that where 


there is no Law, there is no Sin, Fohye 


9. 41. Fames 4.17. and that they that 
have rot been able to receive a Law, 
or Revelation, are to be tried by Natural 
Religion, and their Conſcience, as a Law 
within themſelves, Rom. cap. 1. & 2. Aﬀs 
24» 13. And indeed, which is the Law im- 
provid by Chrift himſelf , and which is 
written in our Heart, according to the A- 
poſtle ro- the Hebrews. | 

Alas, Sir, had you judg'd of the wilfulfy 
ignorant, and peryerſe, you had left ſome 
colour for your Cenſure ro be true, and 
yet even then, were I inyourcale, I ſhould 
be very unwilting to fling the firſt Stone, 
elpecially fince Chrift has rold us, ' as we 
judge, we ſhall be judg'd ; I had rather 
let Men be guilty , and God condemn 
them, then condemn my ſelf by judging 
them, : 


Faith Neceſſary. 


Bar merhinks I hear you object ro me, 
Whar Faith is neceſſary then, if this be not ? 
I fay, the Faith of Enoch, Abraham, and 
Whſes, thar God is a Rewarder of the juſt 
mn tender Conſciences, is enough, and thar 
without TIdolizing Works, as 'you reflect, 
page 25. I add allo, that a particular 
Faith of Mercy through Chriſt is neceſſary, 

: D where 


Eyer: you do or ſay, God will never re- 
quire Conſent, where he has not given 
Evidence enough ; and what 18 it to me, 
if it can be had in a Cauſe, if I cannor 
come rt it. L 
,» To theſe may be alſo added by.conſent 
the Apoſtles Creed, or any other, {o it be 
nor enforc'd ; bur for; your nice and ſpecu- 
lative Creeds, rhey are unneceffary,. or elle 
you accuſe Chrilt and his Apoſtles, of a 
cowardly lukewarmneſs for omitting them, 
for all you infinuate, page 29. that we 
would beat Creed: making too, Sir 3 but 
we: beg; your: Pardon \, and have mote 
Charity 5 for if we explain our Hyporhe- 
fis, 'tis-only ro canfuge yours, | - :- -* 
wn ed n_ Sir, by your-own 
Reaſoning, *ris Popery, to-judge of the Ca- 
tholick Church by its multitude, page 36. 
So remember 'tis our! hear magnities qur 
Zeal in. this: Hypotheſis above others; tor 
-any. other-explain'd as nicely, would have 
as bad effects ; and-give me leave to 'rer 
rort your Argument : Tho' Lam mode#, yet 


you have given me occaſion to-opprſe y0u ds | 


Popular ; and tho' T am cautions, yet Truth 
bids-me not fear, johether your Myſtery prove 
true, but warn you}, - that unger Protefticn 
of . a Myſtery, you do nat oppugh Truth, v. 


HO RENTEREL 

To conclude, in. Charity I ſhall give you 
one Adyice more 5. and. that is, that you 
do nor at every turn, like rhe Papiſts, Cap 
Hereticks, and repeat (one ug of He- 
refies, as you are- apt to ao, page 107. 
You we roeetimen Se, and you'ſhould 
rather lament, thar Church-Impoſirions ſo 
long took away an innocent liberty of O- 
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where offer d with-Convidction ;. but what- - 


CONCLUSION. 


|| Hope, Sir, by this time you ſec, that we 
Unirarians do underſtand what we write * 
of 3 for all what you charge us with, þ. 4. 
Nay, and more, Fil add : We doit with- 
our mazing iMecaphyſicks ro help us'; in- 
deed, we have not your Breath of the Po- 
pulace, to cncourage us into large and 
fair Volumes ; bur I hope we have Truth, 
far betrer to recommend us to the fincere. 
-.1:;1 hope, Sir, tco, you ſee, we do not ar- 
rogate infinite Knowledge , as you alperle 
us, page. 5- but vindicate a Truth, clear as 
the day : - Indeed, *ris plain, the Firſt Comy 
mandment, except to exclude Perſons is 
Nonſence ; and who in this Caſe muſt 
bear the Reflection, you, or God ; ſurely 
we mutt acquit God: ; and if we do, our 
Faith muſt fling you' into. all the Abſurd 
ties. and Contradictions of: Tranſubſtanti- 
on. The Cale is nor,. whether in Idea 
there may not- be 'Three-ſelf-conſcious, co- 
equal Beings, but whether -an-Interpretet 
of the Firtt Commandment can juſtifie 
ſugh a thing ; -and.that'Þ am ſure-he can- 
not, for all:your ſtruggles after Vindicati- 
ons, 'withour Abfardity:and Nonoſence: .: : 
Bur you'll lay, here is ſome colour for 
the Trinity : And what, is there not then 
as much for :Tranſubſtantiation.> This is 
plain, our Bodies are nor Two Years toge- 
ther the ſame, and tho! differing thus 
Twenty times in our:Lives, we call ir ſtill 
the ſame Body ::, May. not we on this, as 
juſtly falve Tranſubftantiation ; that the 
Spirit of Chriſt is able to dwell in infinite 


pinion from the World, and by an 1 Bodies at once ; and will not this make as 
derate Self-love of impos'd Opinies $-Axoper the fame, Bpdy, &s my Body at 


Diſciplines, rent the 


d of Peace a; 
Unity in funder. nv 


;Lwenty, is my Body ar;/Thinty ; bur: you 
anſwer, you have Scripture of your fide; 
and pray ſhew me half ſo firong a Cha+ 
er for the Trinity, as Fohn the 6th is for 
ranſubſtanriartion. Alas, 
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Alas, Sir, you ſee your Fallacies do bur 
divert your Cauſes being expos'd for a 
time, til a nice Refuration makes ir look 
the blacker tor its Sophittry : And now 
you may ice who *ris, that brings down the 
plain Scriptures, to be wrelted by the ab- 
turd Realun of a Myitery, page 141. And 
now Men and Angels may ice, who are 
thole a2ſurd and ſenceleſs Infidels, that re- 
Jett what they have evidence for, v.-page 6. 
In thorr, I dare appeal to all the World, 
tho' againit me, whether ſuppreſſion of 
Books be not your beſt Argumenr. 

You tellus, page 148, Thar our Buſineſs 
15, to prove Three Perſons Three Gods : And 
we do it by this, That if God be more 
than One Perſon, when nor particularly 
reveal'd, and contrary to his firſt Com- 
mandment, his Commandment is of no 
effect : Bur ſhall we grant thar ? No, we'll 
rurn the hayock of the firſt Command- 
ment jultly, in Contradiction8&pon you ; 
we need not ask with Nicodemus, How 


"can theſe things be ? page 150. but we'll 


rell you, with the ſame reaſon, we may 
make three thouſand Gods, that you be- 
lieve a Lye, Thefſ. 2. 11. And you had as 
good make all Mankind One Man, and 
deſtroy all Plurality and Numbers, 5c. 
Bur for Peace-{ake, I ſhall forbear further 
Reflections, page 109. 

Hence, ſhould you invent a thouſand 
Metaphyfick ſtrains more, this one plain 
Truth would ruine them all ; indeed, did 
nor Myſtery,. the Authority of the Whore, 
Rev. 17. and the great ſupport of Popery, 
bear up your Hypotheſis, her Epitaph 
might have been wrote, I doubt nor, many 
hundred Years ago. | 

Myſtery do I ſay, Myſtery and Perſecu- 
tion are the Devil's Twins, and ſtand and 
fall both rogether ; Perſecution withour 
Myftery were too” cruel , and Myſtery 
without Blood roo much Nonſence to be 


. born 3 'tis theſe two are Popery, and the 
worlkt of Popery, Tranſubſtanriation waith-, 
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our theſe were an innocent Error : Ard 
whar, are not Proteſtants aſham'd. to weild 
the Sword of Antichritt ? Yes ſurely ; But 
if they are, why do they ſtifle us, and our 
Books, is ir nor that they fear our 
Truths ? 

Are you not aſham'd to rail at us for 
Blaſphemers and Herericks as you do, if 
I am not miſtaken, we mean as fincerely, 
and Inrerprer the Scripture as well as you, 
for all your boaſts, pag. 141- and you ſhall 
find, God in the Great Day will ſhew 
which is the Heretick : Whar, have wenor 
as much reaſon tocomplain of rhe blemiſhes 
of the firſt and grear Commandment, as 
you have ; and cannot the Controverle 
of Eliſha and Baal, remember you, that 'ris 
not Numbers, bur Minds that God ſeeks. 

Bur you fay,This isa Myſtery : And pray 
who has authoris'd it for one ? You be-ly 
God in his Scriprures,if you ſay that he has; 
no, 'tis Man's own invention, and that 'tis | 
that makes him idolize the uncharirable 
Impofition ſo much: Whar, ſhall God bid 
us publiſh what none underſtand ? Pray 
who can agree in this Myſtery ? Or were 
the Copy of it loſt,, who would be able ex- 
aCtly ro hammer it our ? Is this clear like” 
a heavenly Truth ? 

Are we nor aſham'd ro caft this ſtum- 
bling-block in Chriſtianity, that has fo juſt- 
ly offended all Jews, Turks, and Pagans it 
eycr cameneer ; indeed, does not Mahomet 
ſupport his diviſion by this very thing, and 
does he nor complain above an hundred 
rimes againſt rhe abuſe of the Unity in his 
Alchoran ? | 

Whar ſhall I fay, if we repent not this 
Error, ſhall we not juſtly ſtand brand- 
ed ro all Poſterity, a Race of pretended 
Proteſtants, bur really a Philoſophick Sect 
of Chriſtian Atheiſts : Beſides, whar bur 
the corruption of this Unity in the God- 
head, can have fo long proſper*d the Mia- 
hometan above the Chriſtian, and the' Pa- 
piſts above the Proteſtants. 


add-no mee at preſent, biit-thar 
$ Myate reft Truth, yer con- 
, There borh hateful 


, in ſome caſcs might 
their” Conſciencers-ro they 
_ not what themſelves, is in plain terms 
| and Deviliſh. 
!-now we ſe wherein our Refor- 
, that jr has pe pecerv'd 
| -of Opinion, in rhings nor 
Great this is the Root of all Con- 
and rhis muſt be curd, if ever we 


aqd dic with their Au- 
{ room to be regarded, 


"EXHORTATION. 


now, Sir, 1 thall more lenly ad- -; 


dres ILL fe. And in 


ouapp have wrote 
Itor) for Four oormaio, 
; fl in myſelf I am 


Uto\ \ heroes 


Pn, 
I cannot ar yo l 
cle $6 pore ihe eplon 0 Thad b 


 Rions and Nicetics endeavour Eirches $4" 


ſcure and cloud it; what you have hitherto. - 
Ro —— ney be have done. 
rantly, 


fb hh -Hy 
was not ſincere oppo burke” 


the Arrian, I recog youoppor iſe myſelf more 

| Citarle) from you, if mor Conviftion Ms 

ſt I declin'd this Book, as orkinking 
to be wrote by an Arrian,and as fear-. 


= 
ives to the exits. 


-» Atl 


ein and my | 

Jn, ae ui Pretetices. 

To conclude, if Men are fincere,. re, Tink 
h to. convince _them, 'and if 


74.6 Pe an is defpr'd, tom 
. | bis Anſwer ſhort, that be OO 
into prope and that be-rehvat -obe 


